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S p e c i a l I s s u e :

I n w h a t d i r e c t i o n

d o e s h u m a n i t y e v o l v e ?

‘Already for ages, theologians, philosophers

and scientists have been occupied with questions

where ‘life’comes from and what its purpose is.

Theories of evolution develop further

by new technologies and still

the end has not been reached.’
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Birth of a new soul

In this special issue of Pentagram you
will find a series of articles by pupils of
the Golden Rosycross, who describe
their experiences on their path through
life. Sometimes this concerns joyful
events, but sometimes also hindrances
that are hard to overcome. They have
written these articles hoping that the
readers of our international periodical
may draw inspiration and strength
from them.

The possibility of a higher spiritual
development is present in rudimentary
form in everyone. It is a precious gift full
of mercy, but also full of challenges. Spiri-
tual development means ascending to
higher insight and receiving wisdom.
Development means overcoming difficul-
ties. How can we recognise, see through
and solve those problems which are differ-
ent for each of us? How can we extend a
spiritual basis into a reality? How can we,
humanbeings of the 21st century, find and
release this usually still hidden and unsus-
pected spiritual nucleus in our daily lives?

The key is hidden in the mystery of
the new birth. ‘Truly, truly, I say to you,
unless one is born of water and the Spirit,
he cannot enter the kingdom of God,’ Jesus
says toNicodemus. (John 3:5)

In themodern gnostic world view this
mystery of the transfiguration is funda-
mental. When we speak of the birth of a
new soul,we assume that there is a bridge
between our present, limited conscious-
ness and a new consciousness that sur-

passes all earthly limitations. This is a
state of imperishable joy and fulfilment.
Jesus’ words contain a clear reference to a
concrete, daily alchemy of life, to a path
on which the process of total inner trans-
formation has to take place.

This process follows generally applic-
able natural laws,which canbe recognised
and experienced as such. It was and is the
intention of the gnostics to show and
prove this process to humanity. They sti-
mulated their fellow human beings to
seek, discover and walk this renewing
path of life.

During this process the seeker for the
truth is not left to his own devices. The
inner path is an individual path, on
which the link with all living beings is
experienced. A human being is a cell in
the body of humanity; the soul is a cell in
thebodyof soul humanity.That is why the
path of inner liberation can never be
walked alone, but is nourished, borne
and inspired by all who go in the same
direction and who have already preceded
us. Experiences of others can inspire and
help and supplement and deepen our own
insight. A small windowmay show awide
vista, be inspiring and warm our hearts.
The path of the New Soul that unfolds
for you and for us, is in all its simplicity
the greatest a human being can accom-
plish.
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Question: ‘I cannot obtain a good idea of themicrocosm.What is it exactly?’
Answer: ‘The wordmicrocosm indicates that we are dealing with a reduced version of
themacrocosm, the universe.Microcosmmeans ‘‘small world’’. It is an inner and an
outward representation of everything present in themacrocosm. In other words, every-
thing that has already been created, but also everything that is yet to be developed.The
microcosm in its present state is a damaged being.The teachings of gnostic transfigura-
tion intend its restoration, so that themicrocosm can occupy its original place in creation.
You can imagine this when you think of a streetlight in themist: a nucleus of light
surrounded by a round cloud of mist. Infinitely enlarged, that cloud of mist can be
compared to the universe humanity belongs to.Of a human being it is said that he is a
microcosm. Everything is present in him and will in time be developed andmanifested:
the biological, but above all the spiritual.’

The human being
caught in theweb
of karma, blood
heritage, religion,
science and the
arts.

3



The true art of construction

Perfect fulfilment and harmony are the
fruit of true creating. This principle has
continuously exhorted humanity to
give form to his ideas and desires, to
strive forharmonyand beauty.He is con-
stantly urged to new and better achieve-
ments. He seeks ^ must seek, fromwithin
^ the true art of construction.

The natural soul is the mediator in the
earthly creative process. This soul, the
life principle of the personality, con-
sciously or unconsciously, controls our
metabolism, reproduction, perception
and feeling, movement, desiring and
willing, thinking and speaking. These
faculties have developed throughout our
involution into matter and are also found
with other life forms. In each person they
play an individual role, which is deter-
mined and influenced by cosmic, social
and personal circumstances. The condi-
tions of birth, family circumstances, edu-
cation and culture, as well as one’s own
decisions and actions, form the character
and vital principle of humanity: the
nature-born soul.

Impulses from the environment and
other nature souls are imprinted on this
natural soul. Forces are vivified by them
and transformed into ideas, feelings and
concrete forms. The material and imma-
terial achievements of the nature soul
thus rely on cooperation with other
nature souls. This principle is expressed
in all forms of art, religion and science
and, as a consequence, in the development
of political and social institutions. In
short, in every ‘cultural’achievement.

Only the nucleus does not change

This nature soul is, however, a tem-
porary state, a phase of development,
which must lead to its ‘rebirth’: towards
transformation of the nature soul into a
new soul with totally different possibili-
ties, faculties and powers. That process is
reflected beautifully by the caterpillar
which metamorphoses to be reborn as a
butterfly. (The Greek word ‘psyche’
means both ‘soul’ and ‘butterfly’) Now a
butterfly is undoubtedly a completely dif-
ferent being than a caterpillar, even if we
only consider its outer appearance. But it
also has different organs, sees differently,
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moves differently and has the power to
reproduce itself in order to preserve the
species. The caterpillar feeds on leaves,
the butterfly drinks nectar; the caterpillar
crawls, the butterfly flies; the caterpillar is
coarse and seems clumsy, the butterfly is
light, delicate, a miracle of beauty.
During this metamorphosis the caterpil-
lar gives up both its form and properties
as a source of food for the butterfly. Biolo-
gists have determined that all structures
of the caterpillar become liquid. It
changes into a viscous substance of
protein andother chemical buildingmate-
rials. Only the nucleus does not change.
There is one cell which contains the blue-
print of the new form.

The metamorphosis of the caterpillar
can be viewed as a metaphor for present
humanity that is placed before a totally
new development. In his natural state the
human being is like a caterpillar. All his
biological and psychological structures;
his metabolism of chemical, etheric,
astral and mental substances have been
designed to preserve his current life state.
His whole existence is determined by
nature forces, in which he is entirely
absorbed. These forces can express them-
selves as fear, anger, deceit, desire, lazi-

ness, lust and pride. But also as love, affec-
tion, hope, helpfulness, compassion and
selflessness. These aspects can be tem-
pered or refined through cultivation. But
their essence does not change. They
remain bound to self-maintaining nature
and hence are doomed to self-mainte-
nance.

The potential of the ‘new soul’ lies
already within the human being. This
soul has a different structure. It is the but-
terfly which rises up out of the unwieldy
caterpillar. This state cannot be realised
by refining and cultivating the caterpil-
lar’s state-of-being, but only through
metamorphosis, by a complete transfor-
mation or transfiguration.

Our biological existence is the breed-
ing ground for this transmutation, in
which the germof the new soul lies. Every-

Question: ‘What do youmean by a nature-born person?
Is not everyone born of nature?’
Answer: ‘Indeed, as to his biological structure the human
being is born of dialectical nature.His personality ^
consisting of four bodies ^ has been built with the elements
of dialectics.On the other hand there is the soul-born
human being.That is the human being in whom the new
ensoulment has taken shape and is going to develop further.’

A caterpillar
pupates into a
butterfly. Illustra-
tion Pentagram.
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thing old must ‘dissolve’ to give the new a
chance. In the Gospels this alchemical
process is called ‘the rebirth of water and
the Spirit’.

The soul is the life principle that vivi-
fies the body, stimulates the thinking, reg-
ulates the influence of the aura and trans-
forms vital energy, so that it canbe used by
the body. It has a regulating function, just
as the moon has a regulating influence on
all vital forces and biorhythms.Thenature
soul adapts to the rhythms of our natural
life field, the new soul, however, has access
to powers from a nature different than that
of humanity. It has totally new faculties. Its
primary faculty is that of the new thinking.

The new soul is the only portal
through which the Spirit has access to the
personality. All suggestions from the
Spirit are assimilated by the receptive
soul and transmitted to the personality
before they can become active in the
body. In this way, the spiritual sun can be
reflected by the soul ^ the moon of the
personality. In this way, gold can link
itself with silver. Because the old soul sur-
renders itself, room is made for the new
soul. The caterpillar can metamorphose

into a butterfly.The original human spiri-
tual faculty can be released. If this meta-
morphosis of the soul does not take
place, it remains bound to the earthly
body and the original divine plan in the
microcosm cannot be restored. Then their
relationships remain, for the time being,
distorted; then the body with its animal
needs keeps the awakening soul prisoner
instead of allowing itself to be guided by it.

The wedding garment of the soul

The new thinking faculty, already
mentioned, is open for impulses from the
divine Spirit. That is why in Greek
mythology the soul is represented as a
woman. Eros, the divine Spirit, is male;
Psyche, the receiving soul, is female.

Remold the
world! A cry of
protest, but also a
call to all who
want to see it to
take another
course. Photo
Pentagram.
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Together they form the bridal pair
through whom the alchemical unification
can be accomplished. In other tales, allu-
sions have been made to the wedding
garment of the soul, the ‘soma psychikon’
or soul body that develops in and around
transfiguring human beings.

The new thinking faculty is able to
receive and understand God’s plan.
Through the descent of the Spirit the
soul is illuminated and a focal point of
the new consciousness arises. In hermetic
philosophy this focal point is called
‘Pymander’, that is ‘shepherd of men’. This
new consciousness is able to lead the
body, just as a shepherd leads his sheep.
Direct perception of God’s plan, inner
illumination, has amongst other things
the effect that the astral body is going to
function in a different way. The etheric
body is filled with unshakeable power
and energy, and the serpent fire system
and sympathetic nervous system in the
physical body are changed. In The Voice
of the Silence (translated by H P Bla-
vatsky), some of the new qualities are
described as love, harmony in word and
deed, patience, temperance in lust and
life, undaunted energy and wisdom.

Thus we can surmise something of the
depth and beauty achieved in this process
of spiritual renewal. Magnificent and
moving sounds, dynamic harmony of
values and forces, and expressions of life,
far surpassing our ordinary daily life.

The new soul recognises, as it
becomes increasingly free, more and
more of the structure of the divine world
and tries to transmit the impulses it
receives to others. Its experiences can
also be expressed by the instrument of

the personality. For example, in Gothic
and Renaissance architecture, in poetry,
philosophy, music, sculpting and paint-
ing. The royal art of construction, of
which the classical Rosicrucians spoke, is
however still quite another thing. It is the
expression of Life vivified by the Spirit in
the life of the individual.This ensoulment
follows the process of complete restora-
tion of the microcosm. And the conse-
quence of this is: transfiguration of the
personality into an instrument suitable
to serve the Soul in this art of construc-
tion.

To the casual observer, such a living
soul being shows no special signs. He
lives apparently like everyone else, but
when we look more closely, we see that
his whole mode of life is based on the pre-
cious link between the soul and the Spirit
of God. His life is a testimony of sponta-
neous service to God, His creation and
His creatures.

Question: ‘What is the aim of our experiences in the
darkness?’
Answer: ‘The aim is to find the Light during such an odyssey,
and with the aid of the Light one has found, to overcome
evil and restore the original state. All themysteries culmi-
nate in this. As soon as the human being becomes aware of
this, his line of development turns upward again and returns
to its origins. But with what an immeasurable difference!
The human being sets out as an ignorant entity, he returns
as one who knows.He sets out as a prodigal son, now he is
the son who has been found again, and who returns to the
House of the Father.’

( Jan van Rijckenborgh, The Egyptian Arch-Gnosis, Part 4, p.122)
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Religion in the 21st century

‘In the dialectical world order, two
viewpoints, two orientations, oppose
one another. On the one hand we see
the orthodox-religious groups with their
‘‘man is nothing, and the world is
steeped in evil ^ in the land on yonder
side eternal bliss beckons.’’ On the other
hand we find humanism with its
profuse, colourful gradations of reli-
gion, atheism, and esoteric, political
and social aspects, with its ‘‘man is
good and the world is good; all that has
to be done is to overcome resistances
and cure malignancies.’’ On the one
hand high and dry conservatism, on
the other hand progressivism.’

(J van Rijckenborgh,DeiGloria Intacta, chapter
xv, 1962)

During its involution and evolution,
humanity has been guided to make it
aware of its place in creation. Many reli-
gions played an important leading role in
these processes and laid the foundation
for impressive cultures. From the
impulses of, for example,Taoism, Hindu-
ism, Buddhism, Hermetic philosophy
and Christianity, cultures emerged,
which still determine the daily life of
hundreds of millions of people. At all
times two ways were and still are
shown: a spiritual one and a cultural
one. The spiritual way is shown to lift
the human being above his biological
way of life, the cultural one to instil in
him norms and values, which make

society viable. The ultimate purpose is
to cross the border between mortality
and immortality. Messengers gave
instruction in the teachings and demon-
strated them in practice: Lao Tzu,
Hermes Trismegistus, the Buddha,
Mani, Jesus and many others showed
the way to restore the link between the
Divine and the erring soul.

In many cultures, religion is the focal
point of daily life. Everything happening
to the human being is explained as a
direct reflection of the law of God. The
weather, movements of the crust of the
earth, hurricanes and floods, epidemics...
all of them are seen as signs of God’s plea-
sure or displeasure with human beha-
viour. Thus religion determines the
norms of life and determines the place of
the human being in the world. By practis-
ing his religion he learns to see the
purpose of his life.

The human spirit begins to stir

This method largely appeals to the
earthly human being and his earthly
body. God is outside him. God is por-
trayed, for example, as a father figure or
an all-seeing eye, high above in a dome,
above the altar or at the top of a stained-
glass window. But as soon as the human
being breaks free from the restrictions of
his daily life and starts to travel the world
and becomes influenced by other cul-
tures, cracks begin to appear in that famil-
iar, prescribed worldview. The human
spirit, buried under centuries of dogmas
and theology, begins to stir. Occasionally
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original spiritual impulses are dug up and
partially renewed or adapted to the views
of the time. But this means little more
than moving with the times. However,
there are also completely new impulses
for those who are ready for it and who
can react to it. This is as it is now, and as
it has always been.

Most of the time an impulse soon
becomes rigid and turns into a cult and a
cult into a culture. Ultimately having
reached its top, the new wave loses all
spiritual value and sinks into the routine
of daily existence.That wave movement is
necessary to create space for the original
divine Spirit, deeply buried within the
human being. Every culture eventually
gets uprooted to create newopportunities
for the human being to break away from
ossified traditions, so that he can achieve
his spiritual purpose. In all those wave
movements, the divine principle in the
human being ^ which can only be liber-
ated by a total change of the consciousness
^ remains unaffected. It can be pushed to
the background and suppressed, for
example, by dictatorship, authority and
the care for our daily existence. But ulti-
mately it appears to be stronger than all
suppression and then breaks free from its
prison.

A new form rises to the top

History shows that humanity follows
complicated wave patterns in its develop-
ment. Inner resistance develops whenever
a religion is forced upon people, when
they have to learn to accept dogmas and

to obey authorities. In the past, groups
wanting to reformthe existing official reli-
gion, were persecuted. This is not differ-
ent in our time. The conflict between
aeon-old traditions and impulses of spiri-
tual renewal can last from a few years to
decades or sometimes even centuries, but
then the moment will come in which the
dominant religion will have to give way
and a new form rises to the top, to fall
apart again into tens of warring groups
that can make life pretty unpleasant for
each other.

The innate spiritual task of humanity
keeps all parties permanently in motion.
One tries to achieve its purpose by
hanging on to thoughts and insights of
the ancestors, another wants to jettison it
all and start all over again. One group

Question: ‘Whowas Mani? Forme this evokes an
unpleasant associationwith the wordmania, but I
assume you do not refer to that?’
Answer: ‘Mani was one of the great messengers of the
Light, of the Gnosis. He can be mentioned in the same
breath as LaoTzu, the Buddha, Zoroaster and Hermes
Trismegistus. He is sometimes called ‘‘the last of the
great Gnostics of that time’’. Legend tells that Mani was
born in 216 AD in Persia. He said of himself: ‘‘I have
come from the land of Babel to make a call resound in
theworld.’’ He clearly speaks of two natures: the Realm
of Light and the Realm of Darkness. According to him,
the light spark in the human being will return to the
Realm of Light and the earthly human beingmust
devote himself to this.Mani was a passionate man who
could not easily be silenced.Ultimately his opponents
succeeded in blackening his reputation and eliminating
him.’
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assumes a fundamentalist position, the
other a revolutionary one. Yet, both will
encounter obstacles which they can no
longer overcome by the powers of their
personalities.

Such processes occur in every culture.
One person begins to search, because the
imposed teachings of salvation suffocate
him, another is perfectly happy with this
and wants to protect his heritage. For one
person the Church is an outdated institu-
tion and science and matter seem to offer
a way out. Others concentrate more on
the philosophical and human aspects of
their lives. But the fact remains that every-
body is being submerged in matter so
deeply, that eventually ^ by lack of breath-
ing space ^ they will scream for freedom
and liberation. Humanity is adrift. Many
look for ways to heal the crack in their
worldview, others throw everything over-
board and search for new ways. But, more
or less actively, all are searching for the
purpose of their lives. The human being
has been thrown in at the deep end and
now he has to show whether he can swim
or not.

The road taken by materialism has
not yet come to an end. Numerous scien-
tific disciplines are seeking the truth in
the infinite universe and every discovery
presents a new challenge. These attempts
and efforts are possibly logical to the
thinking human being, but they do not
answer the questions of who the human
being really is and how he can achieve
the spiritual purpose of his life. Ulti-
mately humanity does not profit from
glib solutions regarding details. Only
knowledge of the essence of life can over-
come individual interests and link the
human being to the purpose of his life:
the Divine Plan.

‘New magnetic power not from this world’

‘Do not, however, bring this Fama with a big
display of words, nor with a bombardment of ideas,
but bring it in the utmost simplicity and unpreten-
tiousness. Beware lest explanations should be a
cause of delay, let all rush into the open arms of the
Brotherhood.
What is the Brotherhood? It is different fromwhat
you may imagine, or fromwhat you may have
heard.The Brotherhood is the unity of the well-
disposed, the community of the children of God. All
those who through the opened rose heart enter into
the manifested new radiation field, are linked into
the chain of the Brotherhood.The power of this link
is determined by ourselves, by our state of beingand
there is nobody who is able to prevent your being
taken up into the Brotherhood, unless you stand in
your ownway. [...] The new electromagnetic power
which is streaming into our world, is not to be
explained from this nature.This fluid of the new life
commences to flow into the human life system as
soon as a person opens his being for it in the correct
way and it swells to a broad stream as soon as more
people do so.The cosmic laws explain this activity
and so a new atmosphere is formed which at a
certainmoment surrounds andpermeates the entire
earth. [...] The Golden Rosicrucians of the Universal
Brotherhood cordially love humanity.The Brother-
hoodwishes to serve fullyall those,without exception,
who will. It does not vouchsafe initiations, nor grants
special privileges to certain people. It is for all and it
stands in complete objectivity, regardless of national-
ity or race, free frompolitical, social and economic
insights and turbulence, because the Brotherhood in
serving humanity has not the slightest interest in this
ordinary dialecticalworld order.The Brotherhood
devotes itself to the original Fatherland of the human
race, the Immovable Kingdom, the Kingdom not-of-
this-world.The Brotherhood devotes itself, andwe say
this emphatically, to the Kingdom of the Christ.

J vanRijckenborgh,ANewCall. RozekruisPers,Haarlem,
1952.
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Inner truth or our own truth?

Whoever succeeds in freeing himself
from all imposed norms and values, is
touched by the power, which allows him
to find the ultimate truth.Hemust be pre-
pared to take complete responsibility for
his life, without any help from any form
of civil or religious authority. In many
people resides more or less subcon-
sciously the realisation that their life
ought to serve a higher purpose. Not in
the sense of ‘dying for the fatherland’, but
of giving oneself away to the development
of a different human existence, a spiritual
human being, separated from all daily
fray. Often they are searching, without
knowing what they are searching for,

and reject all infringement on their inner
life. Hence, they often experience great
difficulty in accepting a philosophical,
ideological or religious system as a guide.
Disappointed they turn away and start
searching within themselves to find out if
the key to eternity possibly lies hidden
there. Thus their search forTruth increas-
ingly becomes a search for their own true
identity.

Although many free themselves in
this way from external schemes and
systems and are placed before the libera-
tion of the Divine inner nucleus, they
nevertheless easily drift off towards an
‘outside solution’. Their longing for the
everlasting then easily attaches itself to
external things that carry the glitter of a

Asreaction to the
seven trumpets of
God, the ark of
the new covenant
leaves the chaos
of human life.
Illustration Penta-
gram.
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‘temporary eternity’. Whether this
involves modern movie, television, pop
or sports stars, or glorious figures from
the past doesn’t matter. Again they are
searching for the truth outside them-
selves.

Inner emptiness can stimulate seeking

Subconsciously sensed properties of
the new soul, such as omnipresence and
immortality, drive the seeker to perfect-
ing his old self. Nowadays he has the
benefit of modern technology, which
grants him so easily the illusion of perfec-
tion. No matured individuality develops
along this detour, no self-reliant self, but
rather an identity like a patchwork quilt,

without a genuine nucleus, without clear
direction. And because of the very fact
that a seeker experiences that inner empti-
ness over and again, he may be stimulated
to renewed seeking, this time penetrating
more deeply into his own consciousness
to discover the origin of the never-ending
urge to seek.

Whoever reacts in this way, can
become inwardly free from external
values. He can penetrate into his true
self, which is not formed by cultural pat-
terns. He discovers that the arts and
science, theology, ideology, rules and
thought patterns, good health and a com-
fortable quality of life, still do not give
him what he is seeking inwardly. Only
a religion, focused on the development

Question: ‘How do you consider the phenomenon of ‘‘death?’’ ’
Answer: ‘There is no death.Think again of themonad.What is themonad other than a collection of
living atoms, madeby the Spirit, by Godhimself ? The atom is life; themonad is a concentration of life,
ignited by the Spirit of God.This enkindled, composite, collaborating life has an aim; it proceeds from
an idea, a plan, that is carried outby radiation, by a complex of light energies.The radiation emanating
from themicrocosm, which we have called the Spirit-Soul, creates an image of the idea in the
magnetic field of themonad, at the critical point designated for that purpose.This image, in turn, can
be nothing else but an assembly of living atoms which ought, in combination, to carry the image, the
aim of the idea into effect. In this way, they form an embodiment of the idea.
The flow of the idea into the embodiment is the vivifying factor, which is maintained between the
idea and the embodiment, as if bymeans of light. It follows that the embodiment, or the image of the
living idea, must be the great instrument that carries out the idea. So, whatever the situation, the
body of birth in nature is always Godmanifested in the flesh, because behind all this boundless
activity in themicrocosm stands the Spirit,God. [...] HermesTrismegistus shows that there is no
death.That there has never been even one dead thing, because every atom is a living principle and a
living principle is imperishable. An atommay lose strength, but it is vivified over and again, charged
by the fundamental energy of the Deity. Death is decay and decay is destruction. But such a process
of decay is impossible in the all-manifestation, Hermes states emphatically.
The process that actually occurs, and that so often deceives you, the process you call death, is the
disintegration of a composite body. It is disintegrated so that it might live again, so that it might be
renewed. For there is one, continuous movement throughout the All, an eternal progress of all
things.’

( J van Rijckenborgh, The Egyptian Arch-Gnosis, part 4, pp.114,124)
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of his true self, can satisfy his higher long-
ing.

A confusing amount of forces, ambi-
tions, convictions and desires occupy the
human being. They are nourished by the
endless variety in which creation
expresses itself and are attuned to the
experiences stored in the microcosm.
Many lose their way through this diver-
sity.They search for their identity and for
truth outside themselves and allow them-
selves to be guided by alleged spiritual
authorities. Yet, in the final analysis, the
result of their search is nil. Is there
nothing that can nourish and fulfil the
emptied nucleus of their being with per-
manent values? Where does this hunger,
this thirst for the unattainable stem
from? Why does it never end? Where lies
the mistake?

Doctrines of temporary value

There is no earthly happiness that can
still the longing for heavenly happiness.
There is no faith that can heal the eternal
wound deep within the human being.
Only the human being himself can bring
about healing by giving himself away to
this healing process. Jesus says: ‘My
kingdom is not of this world.’ Hence,
what is not existentially present within
the human being, what God has not
created in him as nucleus, may possibly
get imitated temporarily, but it does not
stay because it is not real. Doctrines, by
which the I expresses itself, have at the
most temporary value, but they do not
bring liberation from death, not for the
earthly human being and certainly not
for the heavenly human being. They
cannot lift the human soul up to the
Only-Good, because they are a mixture
of human good and human evil. As long
as that vicious circle is not broken

Christianity and the Rosycross

‘Interesting effects emanate from the etheric vehicles of
great entities.Thus a great force emanates from the
etheric body of Christian Rosycross,which can affect our
soul and spirit. It is our task to become aware of these
forces. It is to these forces that we, as Rosicrucians,
appeal. [...] The smaller our faith in authorities, the
greater our understanding of Christian Rosycross.We
best recognisehim,whenwe trulybecomeabsorbed inhis
being and become conscious that this spirit of Christian
Rosycross will exist forever. And the more we approach
this spirit, the more power will flow towards us. [...] We
will also be able to understand the strange event of the
weakening of Christian Rosycross,when we truly
become absorbed in the work of spiritual science. It was
in the thirteenth century that this personality lived in a
physical body,which weakened until it was almost
transparent, to such an extent that for a few days he was
like dead. During that time, he took to himself the
wisdom of theTwelve and also experienced the event
nearDamascus [...] Whatever the various religious
movements had to offer was brought together by
Christian Rosycross and his college of theTwelve.Within
a few weeks Christian Rosycross returned all wisdom
received from theTwelve, but in a totally new form.This
formwas as given by the Christ himself. And what he
revealed to them, theTwelve called True Christianity,
the synthesis of all religions.
The effect of thiswill be such thatwhathas been given by
these separate religions,what their believers have strived
for and what they have longed for, can be found in the
Christ impulse.Thiswill be the development for the next
three thousand years: to provide and enlarge the under-
standing of this Christ impulse. From the twentieth
century onwards all religions will be united in the
Mystery of the Rosycross. And this will be possible in the
coming period, because it will no longer be necessary to
teach humanity fromwhat is contained in the scriptures.
For we will learn to understand Paul’s vision near
Damascus by beholding the Christ in our ether vehicle.’

(Parts from two addresses by Dr. Rudolf Steiner on 27 and 28

September 1911 inNeucha“ tel, Switzerland.)
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through, the Divine nucleus is not liber-
ated and life and death continue to alter-
nate.

What religion would be able to release
that force in the centre of the microcosm?
What would such a religion look like?
What are its characteristics? After all, it
can only be a religion which is based on
and stems from the divine nucleus in the
human being, not from the I ^ the substi-
tute ^ but from the Christ principle itself.
Only by serving God in this way, can the
microcosm be restored, can the impri-
soned soul be liberated, can the Spirit be
linked with the renewed soul and can the
personality begin to fulfil its task in crea-
tion.

Manifestation of the Divine Man

Many personalities have already lived
in the microcosm. They have left their
traces behind and shaped a consciousness
that can approach the gate to eternity for
the present inhabitant. The Universal
wisdom shows that the human being
does not live to liberate his I, but to
prepare his soul for its ascent into the
Light. It is therefore not an imposed
faith, but a process of inner change, a
change so radical that everything already
present becomes subservient to the
unborn that is built and nourished by eter-
nity. Neither is it a higher development of
the personality of the earthly human
being. But the purpose of such a religion
is the manifestation of the Divine Man,
whereby the earthly human being volun-
tarily surrenders to this process of
renewal.

In this process, the consciousness, to
this end purified from egocentric activ-
ities, has for the time being still an active
task. Forces, released in the new soul, lead
the consciousness to the nadir of its exis-
tence,where it might be willing to surren-
der to a new consciousness.The ‘decline’of
the old creates room for the ascent of the
new, for a consciousness that is living
from eternity, a consciousness that is one
with the All-consciousness and that
restores autonomy to the human being.
A religion that has this purpose in mind
develops in its followers a deep longing
to go that path. However, this requires
that they do it themselves, in their own
daily course of life. Every human being
must learn to release that path within
himself. He must ^ in other words, he
has no other choice! ^ clear his path of
life with the help of the powers of the
renewed soul. In that way the truth will
become a living, inner truth for him.

Question: ‘Nowadays we hear somuch about
Gnosis,Gnosticism and Gnostic. Andwhoever you
ask, explains these things differently.What exactly is
Gnosis?’
Answer: ‘There are indeed various opinions about the
concept of Gnosis. In the Universal Teachings, as
propagated by the Golden Rosycross, the Gnosis is the
breath of God,God, the Logos, the source of all things.
It is the universal force manifesting itself as spirit, love,
light, power and wisdom.The Gnosis is also called the
knowledge of the heart. And going even further than
that: the living knowledge, which is of and with God
and which is the share of those, who through soul
rebirth attain the new consciousness.Thus the Gnosis
has many aspects and effects, each of which operates
under certain circumstances.You may compare the
Gnosis with the power that makes the sun shine, but
also with the rays that emanate from the sun in endless
variety. Just think of alpha, beta and gamma rays, of X-
rays, of warmth, sound and the colours into which
white light is refracted.These rays touch, nourish and
maintain the life processes of every creature. In similar
ways the Gnosis works for all, although not everyone is
aware of it.’
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‘The Truth shall make you free’

This is the way shown by original,
inner Christianity and which is now
released by the timeless Gnosis to give
humanity a new opportunity. ‘The Truth
shall make you free’ (John 8:32). That is
the spiritual guideline for twenty-first
century humanity.

Does that process also reconstruct the
crumbling worldview? Does that religion
provide the seeker with general standards
and values? Everybody must look in his
own daily life for the centre of his life,
which he cannot yet perceive.That centre
is the essence of his existence.That centre
is the Gnosis. In his search for the Only-
Good, the human being gradually leaves
behind the ‘truth’ of the matter-oriented
mind. External affairs appeal to him less
and less; he discovers that the Gnosis
guides him through all inner and
outward conflicts, when he dares to
entrust himself to this guidance. He sees
himself change, he also sees his fellow
human beings change. Disagreements
and misunderstanding are replaced by
understanding. Loneliness and feelings of
alienation lose their significance, when
the old consciousness dissolves.

Thus daily life becomes a learning
experience, a help and a bridge. Some-
thing of creation ^ and especially of our
place in creation ^ begins to become
clear. And from this daily renewing
insight develops a wholly conscious way
of managing all aspects of life. Because
the unity of the human being and the
world is experienced ever more con-
sciously, egoism and ignorance are losing
ground. How differently someone acts
who no longer strives for the highest
well-being, who no longer pays back
aggression in equal measure, who breaks
the vicious circle of animosity and

regards all people as brothers and sisters.
And acts accordingly! The true religion ^
in other words, the link with the origin ^
changes his thinking, feeling, willing and
acting.

Finally a completely new life results
from a renewed link with the Spirit of
God. New knowledge, wisdom, new
science develop.This will change the spiri-
tual breeding ground of humanity and
prepare it to lift humanity up to a higher
level of development. Questions like:
‘What is a human being? What do I have
to do to be able to comply with‘‘the image
of the original human being’’?’ demand a
clear and truthful answer.

In1825, the
brothersWeber
conducted an
experiment with
a container full of
mercury.They
droppedmercury
into the‘eye’ and
this beautiful
wave pattern
developed.
Patterns like this
appear not only in
mercury, water,
air, sound and
light, but also in
karma.
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In what direction does humanity evolve?

Already for ages theologians, philoso-
phers and scientists have been occupied
with questions where ‘life’ comes from
and what its purpose is. Theories of evo-
lution develop further by new technolo-
gies and still the end has not been
reached. Technically it is a game of
chance, of a gene lottery, the outcome of
which consists of all sorts of life forms
that are resistant to life ^ or not.

It is studied what came first, the hen or
the egg. Or whether single-celled organ-
isms form the basis of the complicated
life forms nowadays populating the
earth. Or whether and how the first
fishes crawled ashore and became land
animals. or whether evolution develops
in leaps or progresses gradually. Or
whether ‘the animal gifted with reason’,
as Hermes Trismegistus called it, was a
logical development or a ‘physiological
early birth’. According to science, evolu-
tion is not finished yet. Humanity works
collectively on its further development.
This would clearly be demonstrated by
the so-called genetic changes that occur
occasionally. Biological evolution has
brought self-awareness to humanity, so
that it can investigate its descent and
pursue perfection of its biological being.
From the point of view of universal
wisdom, this evolution is in fact involu-
tion, the descent into matter and materia-
lisation of the life form. Then evolution
concerns the process of spiritualization,
of letting go of the form again.

Because in the meantime the biologi-
cal involution of humanity has reached a
certain maturity, the evolution of the
spiritual human being can and should
begin.This does not entail a further devel-
opment or perfection of the biological
human being, but the liberation and
recreation of the divine human being that
lies hidden in the biological human being.
The craving for this new state of life con-
fronts humanity with a different vision on
ideas like evolution and involution. Invo-
lution ^ and hence descent into matter ^
has a clear limit: when the biological
human being has become complete, he
should serve as the basis for the spiritual
human being that has to be born from
him. It is the starting point for the higher,
spiritual development that can be called
evolution.

Acting as intermediary between

Spirit and matter

The human heart is the intersection
between two worlds. There earthly and
divine life meet. The purpose of involu-
tion is building a being in which earthly
and divine life are able to cooperate.
Therefore human beings have an innate
power to recognise and to reflect. For
they should learn to understand the
Divine Laws in order to be able to surren-
der to them.With the help of this instru-
ment the human being can learn to focus
on those laws and processes.

What are the conditions for the spiri-
tual evolution pointed out in the Divine
Plan? An invisible process of genesis pre-
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cedes all visible creations. The germ of
Divine genesis should be activated and
developed with the help of a set of suitable
instruments. The powers and building
materials necessary for the development
of the new soul and for the manifestation
of God’s Spirit must be attracted. To this
end, the soul has to act as an intermediary
between Spirit and matter.

In order to perfect the creation of
humanity, a viable principle is needed,
from which the natural ensoulment can be

reborn just as the caterpillar metamor-
phoses into a butterfly. For only this new
soul can be wholly attuned to the Divine,
can be linked with it and can assimilate
and process the inflowing forces and
inspirations. Hence that soul principle is
the Light bearer and the purified, restored
personality is the bearer of the soul.When
a human being turns towards his Creator
again, the soul cangradually express theori-
ginal image of God that is transmitted to
him.That is spiritual evolution.

The human being
is likeThe unhappy
inventor by Georg
Grosz (1919).He
creates for
himself a world
that leaves him
behindwith
eternal question
marks.
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In every atom a universe is hidden

Of every human entity there is a plan
of creation. This individual building plan
is contained in the microcosm as a basis.
From this nucleus the soul is nourished,
led and developed until it is ‘perfect as
the Father in Heaven is perfect’. Together
the original soul and the original person-
ality ^ led by Divine Spirit ^ form the
perfect human being. The spirit-spark is
also called the Spirit-spark atom, because
it is like an atom. In every atom a universe
is hidden and hence it contains the same
aspects and forces as the macrocosm.

Thus the earthly human being as it
exists now is not the original Divine crea-
tion as intended in theDivine Plan.When
it is said that ‘man is created in the image
of God’, this refers to the original human
being and not to the earthly one.The first
one is immortal, unlimited and perfect
love; in the second one these aspects are
completely lacking. The human being in
his earthly form is a creature of earthly
nature, related to the animals. He has a

limited biological awareness at his dispo-
sal. During his biological evolution his
qualities have developed, so that one day
he will be able to recognise his Creator
and his place in creation.Only the posses-
sion of an intellect places him above the
animal kingdom. He has received this
intellect to be able to distinguish, to
analyse his experiences, to develop
thoughts, to weigh options.

It is the task of the human being to
execute the Divine Plan within himself
and for others. In other words, to develop
the image he carries within from his
origin. By lack of knowledge, however,
he considers his ego as the highest
purpose. He inflates it, develops and pro-
tects it.The ego is focused onmatter; in its
present form it is its product. In that way
the human being remains individually
and collectively caught up in selfishness,
thus increasing the distance between
himself and the omnipresence.This I-cen-
tricity, in which he is caught, that sum of
his biological development, he must learn
to give away in order to make room for a

The ABC of soul
and body.Rabar-
ama, Padova, Italy.
Photo Pentagram.
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new ensoulment that can raise himup to a
higher level. Only in this way he can take
his place on the arch of spiritual evolution.
In order to enable this, it is necessary that
he:
� recognises that his soul is held captive

by his ego; that his yearning for
freedom does not stem from his ego,
but from his soul;

� discovers and liberates the inner
source of mercy;

� makes this source work, even if it is
not always according to his own
thoughts and ideas.This means that he
learns to surrender full of trust and
love to that purifying and renewing
activity;

� arranges his life in such a way that the

helping Divine energy meets as little
resistance as possible;

� is going to cooperate full of joy in this
great work of liberation ^ wholly on
the basis of his new spiritual possibili-
ties.

A bonafide Spiritual School can guide and
support all these processes in the right
way. And when the new soul has been
born, it unfolds like a rose in the
warming spiritual Light.

Catching a flash from reality

The seeker would like to form an
image of the new soul. That is logical.
However, he will discover that his ordi-
nary intellect, his ordinary consciousness
and his ordinary qualities cannot help
him in this respect. His limited power of
imagination is unable to assimilate the
unlimited new soul. The opened heart
may feel something of it; the purified
thinking may catch a single flash of it.
However, a clear image is impossible,
because the new soul is beyond earthly

Concepts like involution and
evolution are often confused. In the
universalwisdom a clear distinction is
made. Involution is the process of the
descent of the spirit nucleus into
matter. In Indian philosophy it is said
that Brahma took a handful of stars
and threw them into matter.That was
the beginning of involution, of being
wrapped up into matter.Those stars
sank into matter and were clothed in
garments of matter.Whenever the
universalwisdom speaks of evolution,
it refers to the process by which the
consciousness ^ obtained by involu-
tion ^ sacrifices itself to pass on the
control of the biological system ^ the
personality ^ to the new consciousness,
the soul consciousness. Evolution in
this sense is therefore rising above
matter. Because this cannot or hardly
be measured by scientific methods, its
existence is usually denied and official
science just investigates the biological
development of the visible life forms
on earth.

Question: ‘What is the difference between transmu-
tation and transfiguration?’
Answer: ‘Transmutation is the process, by which the
fourfold personality is made suitable to partake of the
process of transfiguration.Through the ages there have
been numerous systems, by which the personality ^ or a
part of it ^ could be developed.Those systems were
necessary to make the personality grow up, but nowa-
days humanity is faced with giving up the personality for
the benefit of the divine soul. Hence: no longer cultivat-
ing it, no longer partly replacing it, but giving it up
completely, so that room is created for a new, transfig-
ured personality with a new consciousness and new
possibilities.That is transfiguration. It is systematically
being taken up ^ and in this way being completely
changed ^ into the life of the spirit-soul.’
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laws.To the extent that it is vivified and its
influence grows, the image, the mental
conception can become clearer. The
ancient alchemists remarked about it:
‘One should start with gold in order to
reach gold.’ If no gold is present as a basis,
no affinity nor any link with the goal
aimed for exists.

As soon as the new soul awakens and
develops, an impression, a vague image of
it may be obtained. Gradually this can
become clearer, when the personality
behaves as the proper instrument,
because the process of replacement of the
soul demands an increasingly pure insight
to be able to support it. This growing
insight, however, only partly depends on
the mind. Above all it should be borne by
Love, by Love for the new soul. Without
that Love pure soul growth is impossible.

Hence, the more the new soul can
develop and the consciousness can
become attuned to its demands, its inten-
tions will become clearer. In this light the
old human being can let go of his old,
rusted ideas. If then, at last, the new soul
is fully manifested, a preconceived image
is no longer needed. Then cause and
content have become one.

The Light knows no separation

Here we must point out that the soul
is certainly not abstract. It is a living
being. Because it stems from the kindled
spirit-spark, it is God from God. Because
God is Light, as the Holy Language says,
its essence is also Light. Light has no
limits, it is free. Light knows no separa-
tion. The consciousness of unity of the
Light recognises the essence of everything
created as Light and is reflected in it. The
Light is manifested in infinite variety. It is
omnipresent and breaks the darkness
when it is answered from this darkness.
Thus it can unfold into a clearly radiating
power in every human being.

The Light is not dictated by time. The
new soul, the Light soul, doesn’t seek eter-
nity in time. In it is the deep peace that
surpasses all understanding. But above all
it is Love. The Love! It does not know
Love as humanity knows it, but it is Love.
The thirteenth chapter of Paul’s first
Letter to the Corinthians leaves no doubt
about that (see page 28).

Hence everything we have written
here about the new soul cannot be more
than a pointer, an indication. But who
understands it, may he grasp it. For as
soon as the spirit-spark awakens, the origi-
nal soul canbe vivified. And then this very
important first step on the arch of spiri-
tual evolution can be set and experienced
consciously.
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Nine times it is said: ‘Blessed are...’

‘Wemaynotmake platitudes of the Bea-
titudes. Indeed, it is as Ouspensky says:
the Gospel in general, and the Sermon
on the Mount in particular, was not
written for the masses but for those
who participate in a group with inner
consciousness. It remains to be seen
whether in the Bible or in any other
sacred book anything at all could be
found that is intended for those who
remain on the plane of dialectical
nature. The Word of the Lord, freed
from all theological inventions is
intended for those who can see and
understand and who have reached a
certain inner state of spiritual craving.’
From: ‘The Mystery of the Beatitudes’,
a book containing a series of under-
ground addresses by Jan van Rijcken-
borgh during World War II in con-
venticles.

(Immediately after the war, in 1946, these
speeches were printed, and are still available
today.)

The beatitudes from the Sermon on the
Mount describe the way to the birth and
development of the new soul. The new
soulstate develops from the germ of the
Inner Other One, and not by moral exer-
tions of the I. As soon as this germ
awakens, an insatiable desire for the new
life, which in the modern Rosicrucian
teachings is called ‘the new soulstate’,

develops. From this desire a spiritual
path spontaneously develops. This is why
the first beatitude says: ‘Blessed are the
poor in Spirit’, they who know that they
are ‘poor in Spirit.’

The second beatitude points out that
the new soul is radically different from
that of the I-human being. For it suffers
under the tyranny of the I, of the indivi-
dual that is separated from God. From
this suffering however eventually rises a
longing for salvation, that is: a desire for
healing, a desire to restore the damaged
state of life and to realise a new soul.
‘Blessed are those whomourn.’

Freedom from desire and criticism

Fromthis desire arises the willingness
to put aside all interests and passions of
the I-human being and to let them dis-
solve in the renewing Light. That dissolu-
tion keeps pace with the development of
the new soul. Freedom from aggression
and meekness are the results; the human
being in the process of renewal is liber-
ated from his desires and criticism.
‘Blessed are the meek.’ From that attitude
grows a new order of life, the justice of
the new soul. The human being breaks
free from his lies and desire for retribu-
tion. On the basis of love and under-
standing, of giving and encouraging, a
new behaviour towards humanity and
the world develops. ‘Blessed are the mer-
ciful.’

All these qualities taken together char-
acterise the ‘pure heart’ (‘Blessed are the
pure in heart.’) Whoever has a pure or
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clean heart will not only receive the
impulses of the original world, but also
truly fathom them. The new soul has
matured.

Anyway, all the properties of the new
soul are present simultaneously, first as a
germ, then they are born, that is: awak-
ened. After that the process of develop-
ment into maturity begins. This is not a
process in which one property after
another is individually developed. They
exist within each other and spring from
each other. As soon as one property
makes itself felt, all the others already
exist and are active in it as a principle. If
there is tranquillity, there is also under-

standing; if there is understanding, there
is also love; if there is love, there is also
insight; and if there is insight, there is
also joy. For the new soul is the fruit of a
life field in which all these properties and
skills are interwoven. It lives from that
field and from the powers active in it.

Love must be manifested

When the soul has sufficiently
matured to be able to behold God, the
Spirit can enter. The peace, that surpasses
all outcomes of the mind, arises from it.
Through its nourishment from the Spirit
it brings peace. ‘Blessed are the peace-

Return ofthe
prodigal son.
Drawing in pen
and paintbrush by
Rembrandt van
Rijn (1606-1669).
Teylers Museum,
Haarlem.
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makers, for they shall be called sons of
God.’

The two final beatitudes concern the
life of such a peacemaker in the world.
He shall be persecuted and taunted, for
the I-human being will not be able to
understand him. But how else could the
soul react but with tranquillity, under-
standing, love and insight into the
effects of good and evil and joy? Just as
the sun shines upon all ^ good or evil ^
it spreads its light and excludes no one.
That is the nature of its being. Love
must be manifested, it is the basis of its
existence. But as soon as it speaks and
witnesses of its inner peace, it evokes
struggle in all, who do not wish to
accept the nature of God. Jesus says: ‘I
have not come to bring peace, but a
sword.’ It is the sword that strikes the
human being deep in his heart and that
distinguishes between light and dark-
ness. Firstly, in the human being search-
ing for the Light, secondly in all of
humanity that has to react to the Light
impulse of God. The last beatitude there-
fore brings consolation with the words:
‘Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is
great in heaven.’

‘Rejoice and be glad,

for your reward is great

in heaven.’

The beatitudes

‘Seeing the crowds, Jesus went up on the

mountain, and when he sat down his

disciples came to him. And he opened his

mouth and taught them, saying:

‘‘Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the

kingdom of heaven.

Blessed are those who mourn, for they shall

be comforted.

Blessed are themeek, for they shall inherit the

earth.

Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for

righteousness, for they shall be satisfied.

Blessed are the merciful, for they shall obtain

mercy.

Blessed are the pure in heart, for they shall see

God.

Blessed are the peacemakers, for they shall be

called sons of God.

Blessed are those who are persecuted for

righteousness’ sake, for theirs is the kingdom

of heaven.

Blessed are you when men revile you and

persecute you and utter all kinds of evil

against you falsely on my account.

Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great

in heaven, for so men persecuted the

prophets,who were before you.’’

(Matth. 5:1-12)

23



The Sermon on the Mount describes the life

of the new soul

Of old, the ‘Mountain’ has been a
symbol of the sublime sphere of the
Spirit.When Jesus turns to his pupils ‘on
the Mountain’, it is clear that he speaks
as a spiritual teacher to people and
explains spiritual matters. He speaks
about the new, spiritual soul. How does
this new soul live and act?

The new soul expresses itself quite dif-
ferently from the ordinary human soul
with its stereotype patterns of thinking,
feeling and willing. But because it is
present as a germ in every human being,
all who are open for it can sense some-
thing of its intentions. On that basis Jesus
describes the new soul to his pupils. He
himself has realised it; he is the new soul.
His pupils are working to achieve that
new soul state. Jesus describes the proper-
ties of the new soul in order to strengthen
the awareness of them in his pupils. As
Master, he developed a power field in
which the energy of the new soul is active
in such a way that it supports his pupils in
the birth process.

The old soul and the new soul

Right from the beginning Jesus clari-
fies that the attributes of the new soul are
not moral virtues, which can be acquired
through a lot of exertion. The new soul is
not a state which can be attained by strict
morals. Such a state would merely be the
result of an imposed ‘You must!’ Such

commands are indispensable for the
structure of our social life and the devel-
opment of our earthly personality, but
not for the development of the new soul.
The time will arrive that these imposed
standards and values must be replaced by
new inner values,which emanate from the
new soul state described in the Sermon on
the Mount. Then the essence of the true
human being must surface, grow and
develop. Hence the new soul is not an
improved version of the old soul, but a
completely new being that can only be
born of the germ of that true being that
has been implanted in the old soul. In
order to clarify this, Jesus confronts the
‘you must’of the old law with the ‘Truly I
say unto you’of the new soul he himself is.

Attributes of the new soul

The old, earthly human being tries to
control his aggression. Moses’ law states:
‘You shall not kill.’ However, the new
human being in whom the new soul is
vivified, does not know any aggression.
He is still; he moves with the energies
emanating from the Divine nature. How
could he feel anger when his personal
interests are thwarted? After all, personal
interests no longer exist for him! He is
immersed in theDivine powers of the All
and is one with them, just like the rays of
the sun are linked with the sun.

The old human being rightly tries to
control his passions and desires ‘You shall
not commit adultery.’ But the new soul
does not covet someone else’s possessions.
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Such desires simply are not part of its
being. For the new soul the other one is
always a subject, never an object. It longs
to cooperate with the powers of the
Divine nature, so that the Kingdom of
God can be realised in itself and for
others.

The old human being rightly tries to
live honestly in word and deed.‘You shall
not bear false witness.’ However, the new
humanbeing does not have tobe occupied
with honesty and no longer needs to
prove his honesty by taking oaths. He no
longer has to take oaths at all. His words
and deeds result from the fact that he is
totally attuned to the laws of the Divine
nature; that he is standing in the Truth
and isTruth.

Having the courage to call things

by their names

The old human being, the human I,
lives according to the principle ‘an eye
for an eye, a tooth for a tooth’. He is con-
vinced that this principle belongs in the
earthly world and hence is legitimate.
However, the new human being does
not know revenge. Were he to repay evil
with evil, he would first have to be part
of evil himself. And then he would not
move along with the Divine.... and hence
not be a new human being. Suppose that
someone is irritated by the fierce rays of
the sun. Would they then ^ out of
revenge ^ burn him more intensely or
would they then leave him alone?
Whoever does not know revenge nor
applies it, need not necessarily be a

slave of injustice. If necessary, he should
clearly call things by their names. Jesus
did just that before the High priest
Annas (John 18:22-23) or Socrates in his
defence before the Council of Athens.
He doesn’t do that to defend his own
interests, but to realise his task in assert-
ing the Divine right. He does this in
absolute serenity and absolute trust. The
human being of the old nature loves his
friends and hates his enemies, because
his personal interests dictate this atti-
tude. However, the new soul is taken up
in the Divine love and cooperates with
that power, just as the rays of the sun
transmit the message and the power of
the sun to all. The new soul no longer
distinguishes between those who serve
his interests and those who oppose
them. After all, he does not know self-
interest!

Question: ‘Many explanations of the concept ‘‘soul’’ I
come across regularly confuseme considerably. It is as
if there aremany different souls.Could you clarify
this?’
Answer: ‘Indeed, there are many ideas about the soul.
The Rosicrucians clearly distinguish between the animal
soul and the divine soul.The first one has in fact as many
aspects as there are people.The animal soul is the
consciousness that is formed during the development of
the human being. It is different for everyone. Broadly
speaking, it reflects the characteristics of the nature it
stems fromwith all contrasts existing in it. In principle it
is only focused on its own salvation.On the other hand
there is the divine or immortal soul that originates from
the Rose of the Heart. In most people it is a dormant
principle. It is the link between God and the human
being.Once it has been liberated from its captivity, it
develops its properties and faculties for service to its
fellow creatures and the whole of creation.Hence the
natural, mortal soul has arisen from the world of oppo-
sites; the immortal or divine soul originates from the
forces of the Divine nature. It lives out of the Gnosis.’
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When the old human being gives
something, he always speculates on his
own advantage. Either he receives an
equivalent present in return, or he
obtains immaterial things as reward,
like recognition, praise and honour, or
even ‘intercession’ with God. That is the
way he calculates, but the new soul gives
from the fullness of its new powers and
attributes, because it cannot do differ-
ently. Its life is giving what it receives
from the Kingdom of God. Hence it can
only give what is Good, and not
depraved or perishable matters. Hence it
does not collect earthly treasures that do
not have eternal life. The more it gives,
the larger its joy. Whoever can and does
give from that abundance of heavenly
treasures, experiences the heavenly law:
receiving everything, giving up every-
thing and thus renewing everything.

The inexhaustible source

The old human I constantly worries
about his life, his possessions and his
future. And rightly so, because every-
thing in his earthly existence is con-
stantly affected and attacked and will
eventually die. The new soul, however,
lives out of the fullness of God and con-
sciously stands in the energy flows ema-
nating from that source. It need not
worry about the fact that this source
might ever become exhausted. It per-
forms its task in the world when con-
fronted with it. And it takes the laws of
earthly nature into account without
harming anyone or seeking its own

The realisation of the new soul is a possibility
for everyhuman being. It is our true purpose in the
time that has now arrived. All religions describe
the five attributes of the soul.The Buddha says:

� the first one is: serenity. In the unpolarised
state of harmony with the Divine nature,
aggression, desire, lies, revenge, fear and criti-
cism are absent;

� the second one is: compassionate understand-
ing. Every human being is respected and
understood,when harmony with the laws of
the Divine nature rules;

� the third one is: love. From the new soul arises
a stream of Love that excludes nothing and no
one and that gives away without calculating;

� the fourth one is: insight in good and evil. The
objective power to distinguish between true
and false teachers and between truth and lies;

� the fifth one is: joy.The highest creativity of the
new human being is experienced in the Spirit.

These five attributes form the pentagram, since
time immemorial the symbol of the new soul. They
correspond to the five soul fluids, of which the Spiri-
tual School of the Golden Rosycross speaks:

� serenity ^ the renewed blood attuned to the
vibrations of the Divine world (the new che-
mical ether);

� compassionate understanding ^ the new
hormone fluid (the new life ether);

� love ^ the new nerve fluid (the new light ether);
� insight in good and evil ^ the new serpent fire

(the new mental ether);
� joy ^ the new and glorious Mercury conscious-

ness (the fire ether).
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advantage. It knows that it ‘cannot add a
yard’ to its life.

The earthly human being constantly
criticises. After all, he has his standards!
He is taught how human beings and
matters should be and which require-
ments they should satisfy. And he con-
fronts his own behaviour with those
requirements and standards. The new
soul, however, sees how things and
human beings really are, unhindered by
the restrictive judgements of others.
Hence it does not have any prejudices.
It judges correctly, just as the eye, which
itself is colourless, can see all colours cor-
rectly. Hence the new soul does not
bother its fellow creatures with ideas,
standards, criticism or guidelines. It is
available for everyone and helps every-
one in their quest for the Divine
Kingdom.

In the new soul, Truth ^ the Divine
law ^ is the standard for its insight. It
recognises what is true and what is
false, and can distinguish what pours in
from the Divine Kingdom and what ori-
ginates from human self-interest. The
new soul also knows who the true
teacher is and who is only pretending. It
acts from the renewing energy it receives
and according to the insight it is granted.
God’s truth and life are one in it. It does
not boast about its faculties, but lets
them speak for themselves. It is the
‘Light of the world’, ‘the salt of the earth’,
which propels the development of
humanity. In it, the Spirit is active and
that is the most profound joy.

The old and the new law

And Jesus said:
‘You know the commandments: Do not kill, do
not commit adultery, do not steal, do not bear
false witness, do not defraud, honour your father
and mother. (Mark 10 :19)
You have heard that it was said to the men of old:
You shall not kill; and whoever kills shall be
liable to judgement.
But I say to you that every one who is angry with
his brother shall be liable to judgement [...]
You have heard that is was said to the men of old:
You shall not commit adultery.
But I say to you that every one who looks at a
woman lustfully has already committed
adultery with her in his heart [...]
Again you have heard that it was also said to the
men of old: You shall not swear falsely, but shall
perform to the Lord what you have sworn.
But I say to you: Do not swear at all, either by
heaven, for it is the throne of God,orby the earth,
for it is his footstool, or by Jerusalem, for it is the
city of the great King. And do not swear by your
head, for you cannot make one hair white or
black. Let what you say be simply yes or no [...]
Youhave heard that it was said: An eye foran eye
and a tooth for a tooth.
But I say to you: Do not resist one who is evil. But
if any one strikes you on the right cheek, turn to
him the other also [...]
You have heard that it was said: You shall love
your neighbour and hate your enemy.
(Matth.5:21-43)
But I say to you: Love your enemies; bless those
who curse you; do good to those who hate you;
and pray for those who abuse you and persecute
you.
(Luke 6:28-29)
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Question: ‘Fromyour periodical I draw the conclusion that you do not consider the figure of
Jesus as a human being. Is that right?’
Answer: ‘You may see it like this.We do not consider Jesus and the Gospels in the first place as a
historical figure or as a historical account.We rather consider it as a Path, a way of life which every
human being should follow in his own life, and which is recorded symbolically in the Gospels.
Whether Jesus has lived is debatable nor has any undisputed evidence been found of it until now.We
do not want to be drawn into that discussion.What matters is the symbolic expression of the Path
every human being has to go.That is why it has beenwritten: Be imitators of Me.Who then is Christ?
The Christ is a radiation fullness of the Universal Gnosis, that is: the Universal Source ofWisdom.This
Christpower fills, when it is evokedby thepurely focusedheart, thewholebeingof a person. It gives him
strength to achieve a complete revolution in his life. It is a power that then totally renewsheart andhead.
Acquiring gnostic consciousness is reaching the pure unity of the reborn soul with the Spirit.Then the
human being has become a Jesusman, withwhom the Spirit of God can be linked.This path leads to the
transfiguration of themicrocosmic humanbeing.We see that this gnostic path is described in theGospels,
although unfortunately no longer in its original purity.’

‘If I speak in the tongues of men and of
angels, but have not love, I am a noisy
gong or a clanging cymbal. And if I have
prophetic powers, and understand all
mysteries and all knowledge, and if I
have all faith, so as to remove mountains,
but have not love, I am nothing. If I give
away all I have to feed the poor, and if I
deliver my body to be burned, but have
not love, I gain nothing.

Love is patient and kind; love is not
jealous or boastful; it is not arrogant or
rude. Love does not behave unseemly,
does not insist on its own way; it is not
irritable or resentful; it does not rejoice at
wrong, but rejoices in the right. Love
bears all things, believes all things, hopes
all things, endures all things.

Love never ends; as for prophecies,
they will pass away; as for tongues, they
will cease; as for knowledge, it will pass
away. For our knowledge is imperfect
and our prophecy is imperfect; but when
the perfect comes, the imperfect will pass
away.

When I was a child, I spoke like a
child, I thought like a child, I reasoned
like a child; when I became a man, I gave
up childish ways. For now we see in a

mirror dimly, but then face to face. Now
I know in part; then I shall know fully,
even as I have been fully known.

So faith, hope and love abide, these
three; but the greatest of these is love.’
(1Cor.13)

Photo Pentagram.
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The help of a mystery or spiritual school

Since time immemorial, mystery and
spiritual schools explain the meaning
and purpose of life. They are the instru-
ments that help the human being that is
seeking for the truth to find his divine
origin. Such schools appear periodi-
cally.They place the teachings of libera-
tion before those who are open to them.
They lead them through a process of
inner liberation and spiritual renewal.
Even in these turbulent times such spiri-
tual schools are active.

In a mystery or spiritual school three
impulses are active, emanating from the
Body of the Doctrine, the Body of Joy
and the Body of Transfiguration. These
three bodies, fields or heavens, grant a
bonafide mystery or spiritual school the
opportunity to fulfil its task.You can to a
certain extent imagine these bodies as
energy fields of a very high unearthly
vibration. Through these bodies the
approaching candidate can come into
contact with the Christ power, that is
poured out to help him on his path.

First he is touched by the Body of the
Doctrine. This Doctrine is not aimed at
the intellect, for that is not suitable to
comprehend it, but to the nucleus of the
divine soul. It shows the candidate his
orgin and the purpose of his existence.The
living power of the Body of the Doctrine
awakens the spirit-spark atom in the centre
of themicrocosmand stirs it up into a flame
to the extent that the I-human being with-
draws and is gradually extinguished.

Whoever inwardly accepts the Doc-
trine and thus begins to experience the
effects of it within himself, shall also
experience the joy of a glorious new con-
sciousness. The Body of Joy then envel-
ops, guides and uplifts him. And finally,
entering into the third body, the Body of
Transfiguration, he is going to partake of
the total renewal of his microcosmic
system.TheDoctrine, the plan of develop-
ment into a Divine Man, is then accom-
plished. A new soul garment is then built,
the goal has been achieved.

The purpose of this process of
cleansing and renewal has been included
in the plan of action of the three co-oper-
ating universal bodies. That purpose is

The three universal bodies

‘The Body of the Doctrine, the
Body of Joy and the Body of Trans-
figuration correspond with: firstly,
the all-penetrating field of the
Father; secondly, the Light-
revealing field of the Son; thirdly,
the healing, regenerating field of
the Holy Spirit.The Father grants
us the possibility, the Son grants us
the Light of knowledge, the Holy
Spirit brings us the one and all-en-
compassing path of liberation in
the power of God and in the Light
of the Son.’

(Catharose de Petri, SevenVoices Speak.
Rozekruis Pers, Haarlem, 1990)
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first projected into the candidate. He
receives the image of it and then has to
free himself from the most basic
obstacles impeding his progress. It
affects as it were the candidate and
confronts him with his opportunities. In
addition, he also receives all necessary
help to execute the plan. The plan takes
shape. In this way a new personality
is built that, in turn, can function as
an instrument of the three universal
bodies. This whole process takes places
on the basis of voluntary participation.

The Body of the Doctrine

The Doctrine provides clarity on the
‘where from’and ‘where to’ of the human
being.Within that Body the human being
learns to see himself as part of a develop-
ment: first of the biological development
or involution and then of the spiritual
development or evolution. Involutionpro-
vides the ego with a fourfold personality
and leads it to the moment when it can
surrender to the evolution of the indwel-
ling Spirit. Whoever becomes conscious
of this development can understand that

Monads flow into
space to the point
where they have
to fulfil their task
in Creation. Illus-
tration Penta-
gram.
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the end of his involution has to be the
starting point of a new development.This
can be described as ‘the return to the
world of the Spirit.’ That is true evolution.
On that path, the candidate can develop
himself into the true, perfect human
being as described in theDivine plan.

Through theBody of theDoctrine the
candidate can begin to see why the human
being is described as a microcosm. The
Hermetic principle ‘as above, so below; as
within, so without’ explains all move-
ments and processes in the human being
and in life around him. His spirit princi-
ple is a spark of the Love that ensouls the
All. And as an heir of God the candidate
learns to recognise his place in Creation.
The knowledge he receives serves as an
inner law. The Bible says about this: ‘I
will put my law within them, and I will
write it upon their hearts’ (Jer.31:33)

The Doctrine always refers to this
inner law. The candidate must discover,
in ‘word and image’,why it is so important
to follow the call of the Spirit fromwithin.
In the beginning self-knowledge and
inner observation are as yet insufficient
to explore autonomously this path. Exter-
nal guidance and advice are therefore
necessary. They form an external aspect
of the inner law. This ‘external’ law serves
to guide the insufficiently experienced
human being. It serves as a sign and
support. Whoever follows these guide-
lines on the basis of inner conviction
shall not see them as dogmas or rules.
One day he will discover that they are
helping him and correspond to the spiri-
tual law of the new soul.

At a psychological moment, every-
body is addressed by theBody of theDoc-
trine at his own level of consciousness.
That contact ^ which often takes places
while we are unaware of it ^ will kindle

the desire for unification with the divine
field of life. That desire the Rosicrucians
call the longing for salvation. The way
back is illuminated by that contact, and
from it the candidate draws new energy
to continue. In this way he will partake
of eternity. And from that moment on,
his aim is no longer his own liberation
only, but also that of all of humanity, and
of the field inhabited by it.That field exists
in constant change,because it is part of the
continually progressing All. Through the

Question: ‘Whydoyou speakof a Christ principle and
the Christ power and not of the Christ?’
Answer: ‘The Christ principle is the germ or nucleus of
the new ensoulment, put into the human heart.This
germ is also called the primordial atom, the spirit spark,
the Divine spark or the Rose of the Heart.The Christ
power is the universal force that awakens this principle
and develops it.’

Woodenmodel of
themicrocosm
after Leonardo
DaVinci’s famous
drawing.Museum
Leonardo Da
Vinci,Vinci,
Toscane (I). Photo
Pentagram.
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changes in the All the life processes of
individual people and of humanity as a
whole are influenced.

The Body of Joy

After being repeatedly touched by
the Body of the Doctrine, the human
being is placed before an important deci-
sion. Is he only familiarizing himself?
Will he remain a listener? Or is he
willing to accept the consequences for
his own life and unite with the Body of
Joy? Is he willing to accomplish the
process of surrendering his continually
crystallising I and of devoting his
powers to building the new soul? Only
then can be manifested what has been
put into him by God to be manifested.
Only then can he be of service to the
renewal processes in Creation. If he says

and does ‘yes’, he will also receive all
strength needed.

Where does he receive this strength
from? The field from which he draws this
strength exists through co-operation with
the three universal bodies. A bonafide
spiritual school is a living organism that
can only be manifested if all those
involved in it cooperate according to the
basic plan. Every force flows from a
centre. In a spiritual school as meant
here, that centre is the Gnosis, the foun-
tain of explanatory and renewing power,
also called the Christ power. In the hexa-
gram this activity is represented: the
threefold divine power descends into the
human being and becomes intimately
linkedwith thoughts, feelings and actions.

Hence the activity of a spiritual school
is fundamentally different from that of all
other earthly organisations. The energy
released in such a school doesn’t belong
to dialectical nature. It is a stream of
divine grace that, although omnipresent,
is concentrated to be able to touch and
nourish every opened human heart. In
this way the soul inhales new, pure
ethers, giving it strength,vitality and spiri-
tual joy. And because it allows itself to be
nourished in this way, it becomes one
with it.

Within such a community all bear the
burdens of all.They form a community in
which all are equal, although their tasks
may be different. If one of them is violated
in his weakness, the power of the collec-
tive field is strong enough to support him
and help him overcome. Aspects of the
new soul ^ such as insight, perseverance,
surrender, compassion, love, conflictless-
ness and power of discernment ^ gain
strength.

The determined candidate ‘dies in

The rope of
saving Light is
lowered into the
darkness. Illustra-
tion Pentagram.
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Jesus the Lord.’ He notices that the incli-
nations and impulses of his nature-born
soul lose their strength and are replaced
by new inner powers. Inner tranquillity,
peace and joy fill him. They enable the
candidate to work towards a goal in
group unity. Although for a while the I
still wants to play a part in this with opi-
nions, emotions, self-willed ideas, sympa-
thies and antipathies, these influences will
eventually disappear. The new soul, the
new ensoulment, takes over the control
of the personality. And the renewing
forces that are received can be given to all
who need them. In this way the three
Bodies work in, for and through the
human being, provided he is open to
them. That means that his personality is
prepared in such a way that these renew-
ing forces can have a positive effect in it.

The Body of Transfiguration

In a mystery or spiritual school the
candidate is takenup in aprocess of regen-
eration of the microcosm.That requires a
meticulous directedness towards the goal
that has been shown to him. And the
aspects he has to attend to within himself
are really something. Conflictlessness,
non-criticism, harmony in thinking,
feeling and acting, loving his neighbour ^
these are properties of the new ensoul-
ment. The candidate on the path to life
leaves as it were the school of dialectics
and enters into the school of the Gnostic
path.The process of transfiguration opens
up before his consciousness. He learns the
‘not-doing’of which LaoTzu testifies.

On this basis a new personality can be
built. New thoughts, motives and feelings
lead the candidate to a new way of acting.
The path that a mystery or spiritual

school thus points out culminates in the
total renewal of the microcosmic human
being. The new ensoulment isn’t aimed
towards the individual self, but towards
the whole: towards restoring the world
and humanity.

Question: ‘The Rosicrucians speak of dialectics and
of two natures. Isn’t there but one nature?’
Answer: ‘Dialectics is the world of opposites. Good
versus evil, light versus darkness, love versus hate.One
inevitably brings forth the other. The human being
experiences these opposites in his daily life and
thereby develops consciousness. That consciousness
eventually makes him realise that there has to be
another nature in which these opposites do not exist.
That nature is called statics, although it certainly isn’t
static. Dialectics encompasses everything that the
human being can perceive with his senses. The 17th-
century German philosopher Jacob Bo« hme called dia-
lectics the House of Death, because everything born
into it will also die. The Rosicrucians consider this
realm as a school, in which the human being must build
the instrument of the soul, with which he can enter
statics. To enter from dialectics ^ the temporary
world ^ into statics ^ the eternal world ^ the path of
transfiguration has to be travelled.
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Receiving everything, giving up everything

and thus renewing everything

The Ego speaks to the New Soul:

‘O soul, my mysterious companion,
countless times my heart breathed out your
words
^ as white birds in their flight to the light,
born in the valley of desires
between the rocks of darkness.
I listened and listened,
I only wanted to listen,
ever since my childhood days.

Thus I heard the mountains moaning,
grass and flowers whispering softly,
animals wailing,winds fighting,
waters complaining and in the night
the requiem of stars.

Yet for beauty my eyes
eagerly looked everywhere
and they discovered it
in the majesty of the mountains,
in the dance of the winds,
in fragrance and colours of blossoms,
in the profusion of the animal world
and in the infinite glimmer of the stars of the
All,
yes, even in the works of man
and in his coming and going.

Like a splendidly adorned hall
with a richly set table
the world appeared tome.
All my senses were prepared to receive.
But how strange:
though I feasted on its treasures,
I tasted bitterness.
Though I found safety with men,

I detected infinite loneliness.

Only gradually I learned to distinguish
you and the voice of my yearning
frommy desires
and I learned to understand:
while I eagerly received the treasures of the world,
you were in greatest need.
I know: your nature, your longing
is of a totally different kind.
Who are you?
Who am I?
Where is the Light
in which we may recognise each other?

O, listen to me:
I am here ^ in the desert of life,
as a lonely Ego.
You, o soul, companion of my heart,
you, hidden in mists,
you, alas,we are far apart
in the shadow of the earthly worlds.

But the sighs of your desiring
have cleared a path
in nature’s thickets
and send me their messengers
ever since my childhood days.

Here I’m standing now, in surrender to you
and totally grasped by you,
as if I were full of desires,
to meet you, o soul,
silently to be extinguished in you,
completely being taken up in you,
knowing you for ever
without being separated ^ without Ego,
without you.’
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And the New Soul answers:

‘O, my companion,
the flaming words
of my yearning for freedom
I burned into your heart,
already since your first days of life.
But do you truly understand them?
Do you not want to keepme
in the valley of your darkness,
while my beloved calls me
to go through the gate of freedom?
You do not know me,
and you do not know yourself.
Even less do you knowHim,
whom I call my beloved.
ForHim is my yearning,
my sighs in your heart,
He has many names, but no one
who can speak His true name.

He moves the stars
but does not moveHimself.
From one spark of His Love
a universe is created.
He is the Light,
on which my love is kindled.

He is It, in which we recognise
ourselves and all worlds.

In com-passion with my distress
He chose you to accompany me.
Above the mysterious gate of freedom
before which He now places us,
we read fiery letters:
‘Receiving everything, giving up everything
and thus renewing everything.’
In order to be able
to open the gate to freedom,
I must possess the key
that was forged in triple way
in His glow of love.
Faith, hope and love are its attributes!

For aeons
I have forged on this key.
Now it is almost finished,
now that you, my companion, are truly prepared
and do not recoil at your task.
I do not ask anything
but to listen to the voice
that rises up from the depth of your heart
and follow it.

The rock-hard I in
all its loneliness.
Photo Pentagram.
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I am a drop from the great ocean of love.
Do you hear, my companion, how
He comforts me?
Then cloak yourself in silence and listen well!’

The Spirit of Love speaks

to the New Soul:

‘Your sighs, my beloved,
should turn into a song of joy,
your captivity into freedom.
You are lonely
amongst the children of earthly darkness,
while you are linked as a brother
with the sons of the Light.

The ether that pervades all worlds
is filled with My sounds.
Whoever hears these sounds,
hears the song of freedom.
He feels how joy vibrates in mountains,
how fiery rustling moves through the air.
He feels how iron chains are broken,
and yearns for fiery wings

to lead him through My wide heavens.
How would you, My beloved,
yet receive those heavenly treasures,
if you were unable to give up
everything that is of the earth?
You can only wear a new heavenly garment,
when you lay aside
everything that is of the old earth.

Be wary!
Light and darkness
are the twin forces of this world,
fromwhich your earthly companion lives and
works.
Don’t allow them to lead you astray again.
Anxiety,worry and fear are the waylayers
on the narrow roads your companionmust go,
in the convolutions of the brain,
in the cavities of every cell.
Everywhere they leer at struggle.
You will see the armies of good and evil
before you assembled on the battlefield of
emotions and thoughts and fear them.
For you are linked and intertwined with them
by your long odyssey in the earthly realms.

But keep toMyLight, toMyLove,
and you will recognise all of them
as phantoms of a shadow world!
MyLight will grant you new fiery wings!’

The New Soul speaks to the Spirit of Love:

‘I feel Your power,
it makes me trust.
I find already rest
inYour infinitely large heart.’

The Spirit of Love speaks:

‘Be wary,
so that nothing is robbed from you!’

The New Soul speaks to the Ego:
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‘Omy companion, do you hearHis call?
It is His Fire that sets your heart aglow,
it is His Love that attracts me toHim.
My companion, do not resist the truth
and do not fight Love,
which is infinitely greater than the spark
that, linked with Him, glows in your heart.
Be not afraid of the Love in you!’

The Ego answers the New Soul:

‘Not I, but you are the child of the Light.
O, how dual I feel!
Although my heart is well-disposed towards
you,
I must confess
that cold shivers are running down my spine
by your mighty longing for salvation.
Your freedom means tome
‘‘that I no longer exist’’.
Suddenly it is as if I resist
you and your Love.
A hurricane of forces
assails feelings and thoughts.
They are the voices of those beings
that have seen the world as their playground
since the beginning of time.
They turned me into the one I am.
Their voices are like honey:
they whisper and coax:
‘‘We make you king
of heaven and of earth.
Only believe what you see,
not what you cannot see.
What is abundantly visible,
that you can grasp, draw.
It is the mirror which shows you your great-
ness.’’

Their voices are like whiplashes
in the silence of my heart,
that silence that makes me inert to the world.

‘When your thoughts become silent,
you will lose everything

that is valuable to you.
Your work, your daily bread, your life!
That which is invisible, is empty.
Show us the God your companion is speaking of,
we will kneel for him.
But ah, you do not know him.
You want to live, you want to exist.
Well, do live,with the treasures of the earth.
You have the intelligence and your will is strong.’

O soul, you mysterious companion,
are you still in my heart?
Are you still with me?
Do you also hear seducers speak to me?
The temptation is great,
because my fear of the void,
of no longer existing, is agonising.
Yet my ear has heard your soft voice.
Your longing caught a ray of light
of the great Love that now illuminates me.
And dismayed I now see:
as I am, I am your enemy!
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But I wonder:
how can I serve you as a useful instrument?
What will close my ears for the voices of
the world?’

The New Soul answers the Ego:

‘Apartof this road yougo togetherwithme,
sometimes in discord, sometimes inunity.
Until we have recognised each other com-
pletely

in the Light of truth.
Thus you receive new strength and deeper
insight and you unmask the phantoms of
creators and creatures; they only inflated
themselves in the storm of my desires.
New insight will silence them.
My companion, do not fear the void
that to me is the one life.
Do not doubt what you cannot see.
Trust himwho opened my dormant eye
for the shine of His perfection,
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the world of My beloved.’

The Ego speaks to the New Soul:

‘My companion, I know:
my tarrying and doubts create
light and darkness,warmth and cold,
dryness and humidity.
Fast as lightning, the world
with its thousands of voices
and its blind fury
has withdrawn us from insight’s protection.

I am here again, an ego lost in loneliness,
and you are far away again,
hidden in a mist.
But vibrating of remembrance, your sighs,
your calling arise full of desire,
renewed, and stronger than ever.
Finally I am truly prepared
to merge with you,
totally to be absorbed in you!
What would my heart still fear,
now that you abide in it, you,who are
the precious pearl of the great love?
I myself could never give true Love;
through you I begin to suspect what that Love
is.
Your Love will tame my feeling and my
thinking.
I want to learn to be silent until I am only
silence.
Through my total silence
you can hear the song of the stars again.
Everything that lives will listen with you,
and my deeds will testify of your Love.
O, my precious gem, your joy makes
golden blossom open up in my heart
and transform it into Light.
What is Light, can return to the Light!’

The Spirit of Love speaks to the New Soul:

‘My beloved, do not swoon
when thus your companion speaks to you.

Place myLight before his lame foot,
so that he knows how to follow your trail.
ForwithoutMeneither of you cando anything.
Do not hold on to anything,
let your Light flow out,
give away what you receive fromMe.
Then the fire of your desiring will consume
the darkness that is around you
and fill all spaces with MyLight.
Then your spaces will be unlimited,
your time will be timeless.
My breath will be your breath,
My life your eternal life.
Hold on to your goal,
as long as you are linked with your companion!
Be faithful to your choice
whenMy voice says to you:
‘‘You see before you,O Soul,
the abode of things apprehensible by sense, and
the abode of things apprehensible by the Spirit.
Both are placed before your eyes;
you have learned by experience
both the one and the other,
and you have seen them both
with your own eyes.
Choose now which you will.’’ ’

The Ego speaks to the New Soul:

‘Follow,O Soul, my precious friend,
the Light that came into the world.
I have attached you to the cross of my nature,
and have become your tomb,
so that you descend and ascend,
and renew everything by your Love.
Always write the fiery symbols of your Love
in my heart,
set the fiery sign on my forehead aglow.
Turn me into your new companion,
whonot only understands your word of Love,
but who has become the living word himself.’

Quote from: Hermes: De Castigatione Animae,
translated by Walter Scott. Hermetica, volume IV,
Clarendon Press, Oxford, 1936.
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Dialogue betweenHermes andTat

Tat: ‘From what matrix is man reborn,
and fromwhat seed?’
Hermes: ‘My son, he is born from the
wisdom which thinks in the silence,
and from the seed which is the Only
Good.’
Tat: ‘Fromwhat seed, fromwhat matrix,
is man reborn?’
Hermes: ‘From the Sophia, that is: from
wisdom.

‘Many people think of wisdom as a
kind of higher, wider knowledge about
things. People speak, for instance, about
‘‘the knowledge of wisdom’’. This idea
might make you think that wisdom can
be absorbed and experienced by the in-
tellect. But although this attitude is
common, do not be deceived. In the
world of dialectics the philosopher is the
would-be possessor of the Sophia,
someone who uses his intellect to analyse
everything. He gathers every shred of
information he can fromthe sources avail-
able and then uses it as a basis on which to
form his own opinion, his own insight.
This insight may well be beautifully for-
mulated; it may be pure and good in
many respects, but as en intellectual con-
struction it will always remain specula-
tive, to be valued and followed for a time,
but sooner or later superseded by some
new product of dialectical wisdom, some
new philosophical fashion.

This intellectual globetrotting, often
so fruitless and misleading, is of course
not what Hermes means when he speaks

about the matrix of the Sophia. He is
thinking of the sphere in which the four
bodies of the personality ^ the physical
body, the etheric double, the astral body
and the cognitive faculty ^ operate. The
physical organism is maintained by the
ethers of the etheric body. If the circula-
tion of these ethers is weak or sluggish, a
disturbance or weakening of the physical
body will result.

The etheric body is activated by the
radiations of the astral body. Now what
ought to happen, is that the astral body
should bemotivated entirely by the cogni-
tive faculty.The cognitive faculty, in turn,
should breathe in the Sophia, which is
an even more subtle and refined sub-
stance than the mental one. In practice,
however, the cognitive faculty is far from
mature and in fact canbarely be spoken of
with regard to most human beings. It is
only present in a rudimentary form, and
cannot develop any further as long as we
remain in our present state of being. The
cognitive faculty of present-day humanity
cannot mature.

The intellectual organs and their func-
tions only constitute the basis for the true
mental body in all its nobility. In his
present state, man’s lower thoughts are
motivated entirely by the three lower
vehicles of his personality. That is why it
is impossible for an ordinary human
being to rise above his natural state. His
thoughts remain of the earth, earthly,
and there is no question of any Sophia,
for his whole system is fed by the astral
substance of the nature of death.

You should see it like this: you are here
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in your dialectical personality ^ physical
body, etheric double and astral vehicle.
At best, your cognitive faculty is visible
as a centre at the top of the head sanctu-
ary, radiating light to a greater or lesser
extent. In that state, the cognitive faculty
is not capable of enabling you to absorb
the Sophia. Nevertheless, your personal-
ity has tomaintain itself. So it is inevitable
that your personality will be nourished
by the astral substance of the nature of
death. You are not living, but being lived.
You are trapped in the retrograde motion
we talked about earlier.That is the reality.’

Jan vanRijckenborgh,The Egyptian Arch-Gnosis
and its call in the eternal present, part 4, chapter
XIX. Rozekruis Pers, Haarlem, 1994.

Question: ‘Whowas HermesTrismegistus?’
Answer: ‘HermesTrismegistus is the Greek name of the personification of a
series ofmanifestations of the Egyptian primordialwisdom. In Egyptianwritings
he is also, amongst other things, called Thoth.The addition ‘‘tris-megistus’’ ^
the thrice great one ^ refers to spirit, soul and body in a sublime or glorified
state. In Hermetic philosophy, which is thousands of years old, it is exactly
shown how the new soul or new ensoulment should be accomplished, what the
human being should do and not do for it and how that new soul is touched by
the Spirit andwhat the results of itwill be.The Egyptian Arch-Gnosis is still just
as topical as ever; for the present-day Rosicrucians it is an important source of
inspiration.’
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The development of the new soul

The new soul is, according to the prolo-
gue of the Gospel of John,‘born of God’.
Its origin can be found in the mysterious
spirit-spark atom, the spark of eternity
in every human being. The biography
of Jesus, as portrayed in the Holy Lan-
guage, is a symbolic description of the
development of this new soul.

The new soul, while increasing, will
become self-conscious, just as a child that
growsup and becomes aware and assumes
its place in life. The new soul, however, is
directly nourished with the powers of its
original nature, the divine realm of life.
Those concentrated powers are present
in the atmosphere and also work within a
bonafide Spiritual School. They can only
be unveiled and activated after a very
drastic transformation of the ensoulment
that controls the personality.

The soul becomes conscious of the
pitiable surrounding in which it is living.
Was not Jesus born in a stable? In the
parable of the prodigal son, the errant
soul even eats together with the pigs from
the same trough. The traditions of the
Buddha relate how the young prince
Gautama discovers that the beauty and
wealth of the world mask suffering and
death. The new soul also experiences the
limitations, the forces and qualities of the
life field into which it was born. How
much it feels like a stranger here! How
far away from home! Gautama leaves the
splendour of the earthly world and begins
the search for his heavenly fatherland.The

prodigal son turns away from the pigs’
trough and sets out to seek the Kingdom
of God.

How can the developing soul become
acquainted with its surrounding? With
the help of the personality that wants to
serve it! Whoever gives it room, will
experience that it sees with his eyes and
hears with his ears! The personality
becomes the mirror in which the new
soul learns to see its task. Its self-knowl-
edge arises only from acting. It is going
to express its faculties in the instrument

The departure

‘I gave the order to fetch my horse
from the stable.The servant did not
understand me. I went to the stable
myself, saddled my horse and
mounted it. In the distance I heard a
trumpet. I asked himwhat that
meant. He did not know and had not
heard anything. At the gate he stopped
me and asked: ‘‘Where are you
travelling to,master?’’ ‘‘I don’t know’’,
I said,‘‘only away from here. Ever
more far away from here, that is the
only way how I can reach my
destination.’’ ‘‘So you know your
destination?’’ he asked.‘‘Yes’’, I
answered,‘‘I already said it, away-
from-here is my destination.’’ ‘‘You
have no provisions with you’’, he said.
‘‘I don’t need provisions,’’ I said,‘‘The
journey is so long that Iwill starve, if I
don’t get any food on the way. No
provisions can save me.�’ Franz
Kafka
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of the personality that has been prepared
for it.

On the other hand the seeker knows
very well that his earthly soul is living in
apitiable situation.Now that a fundamen-
tally different power enters into him,
saying: ‘Not you have chosen me, but I
have chosen you’, the restlessness of the
earthly being becomes constantly more
evident; his fickleness, changeability and
hesitation are outlined ever more sharply.
The bright and the dark sides of the
earthly soul and the constant alternation
of good and evil come to the fore only
too well. The old soul overestimates
itself, it is the dominant I. The fears and
doubts hidden in it will be uncovered. It
also realises that in some situations
unpaid bills, resulting from former lives,
are reflected. Sometimes it feels bad con-
sidering that it cannot offer a palace as an
abode for the new soul, but indeedmerely
a stable. However, the search for renewal

by means of the power of the new soul
leads to revolutionary experiences. Many
changes take place in the old system and
the old life. Then it always appears that a
new path, an upward path,will be opened
up ^ even if there are ever somanydoubts!
Thus the seeker will gain confidence in
the power that was unknown to him
before. His experiences confirm that. An
unmistakable consequence is that he is
going to realise the importance of his
new task in life. He is to become a sound
instrument, a worthy sounding board for
this new power.

Limits of personal striving

The formulation of the question now
changes. It is no longer ‘How can I
improve my conciousness?’or ‘What profit
can I gain from it?’, but ‘What shall I do?’
This question cannot be answered by the I,
since it does not possess the required facul-

The sunflower
follows the sun in
its daily orbit,
until it turns,
ripened and full of
seeds, to the
earth to pour out
its wealth. Photo
Pentagram.

43



ties. In this stage of development the gui-
dance, the inspiration and the example of a
Spiritual School are indispensable, first of
all because the human being is so strongly
individualised that he can hardly overcome
his own limitations. Hence the answer to
the question ‘What shall I do?’ will not be
given before the seeker no longer wants to
be a‘master’, but has become an apprentice,
a pupil in the great mysteries of theUniver-
salWisdom.

This moment coincides with the inner
recognition and realisationof theLight that
brings purification and renewal. Then a
completely new mode of life is no longer a
programmebut a self-evident, spontaneous
observing of the law of renewal. Enthusias-
tically the pupil sets towork, eager,with joy
and idealism, for he wants to comply with
the requirements of this new development.
A soul human being, he thinks, is loving
and patient. He helps without demanding
anything, and his life is an uninterrupted
surrender to his spiritual path.

But while he tries to comply with all
those requirements, he is constantly con-
fronted with himself. And like Job, despe-
rately scratching himself with the broken
pieces of his vain efforts, he asks himself:
‘Why don’t I succeed? Did I do everything
wrong?

That is not the way it is.He hasmerely
tried with his whole arsenal of natural and
cultural faculties to achieve what can be
exclusively realised by means of the facul-
ties of the new soul.

Yet, these seemingly fruitless efforts
absolutely have their effects. One of them
is that the I-centrality is reduced to rea-
sonable proportions. Thus every sincere
effort helps to go one step further. This is
important on the way to gain complete
experience! The purification emanating
from the power of the new soul will
become ever stronger and more certain;
it will intervene ever more profoundly, so
that the soul can be liberated from all its
chains. And clearly it comes to mind
what really matters now: the will needs ^
no, must ^ no longer exert itself according
to its own preconceived and imposed
standards. A new feeling of responsibility
and a simple certainty make the candidate
do what the new life demands and what is
due to the old one.

Another consequence is that the ambi-
tious striving and desiring achieve a
certain tranquillity. The respiration field
of the soul becomes calm and silent. The
rays of the Light can enlighten it ever
more easily and strongly. The new power
of life can flow into the whole personality.
By true pupilship of a bonafide Spiritual
School, the waves of emotions, lack of
patience, doubts and worries calm down
and cease dragging the whole being along
with them. Benevolent from within,
without sympathy or antipathy, the neces-
sary things can be done on the basis of an
uninterrupted and determined inner
orientation. Nevertheless personal inter-
ests will over and again require attention
and lay a claim on the personality. They
constantly try to involve the human
being into everyday concerns again. Yet,
the increasing inner neutrality creates
more and more room for the activity of
the new soul.The new soul consciousness

Question: ‘Is alchemy related to themediaeval
alchemists?’
Answer: ‘The teachings of the Golden Rosycross mean
by alchemy the spiritual transformation process, in
which the new soul is born and prepared for its
encounter with the Spirit.The ancient alchemists
represented that process in a kind of secret language.
Lead was transformed into gold, etc. In other words,
lower nature was transformed into spiritual nature.’

44



grows in strength and clarity. In the many
everyday impressions still occupying the
mind, gradually clear outlines of thinking
and insight appear. And relationships are
unveiled to the soul’s eye, which were
unsuspected before. Thus daily life is
placed on the new soul basis.

New mode of life

There is a peculiar contradiction
hidden in the efforts to reconcile the new
mode of life with our daily life. For while
the candidate seeks for the right balance,
he sees ever more clearly that the new
soul has nothing in common with his
earthly system. The forces of the new
soul do not support the interests and
objects of the I. On the contrary: in the
light of the new soul the dark sides of the
old consciousness are unmasked. The
world of relativity, opposites and transi-
ence uncovers its grievous limitations,
because in the consciousness more and
more recognition of eternity appears.

Two fields of life are speaking in the
seeker. The voice of the new one is ever
more clearly perceptible in the chaos of
everyday thoughts and emotions. A ray
of the Spirit has activated his microcos-
mic system, and he supports that activity,
as far as possible, with joy. Thus he gradu-
ally moves on to a new life. It is not an atti-
tude that is learned, but it is practised
fromwithin, guided by the Spirit of God.
That means first of all that conflicts with
fellow human beings disappear into the
background, because conflicts arise from
the identification with certain earthly
goals, on which thoughts, emotions and
will are focused. How could the sugges-
tions of the new soul in such situations of

conflict still be perceived?When conflicts
deteriorate into rage or hate, an intense
fire is kindled that leaves the person
behind inwardly shattered, and first of all
the subtle ethers of the new soul will dis-
appear.

Through experiences of living and
working under the guidance of the new
soul, a continually growing confidence
develops, so that there will always be pos-
sibilities to escape from the web of sympa-
thy and antipathy. In the beginning the
candidate still hesitates on that wondrous
path. Doubts attack him over and again.
But with great joy he discovers that also
new powers and new thoughts sponta-
neously originate in him. And he learns
to trust their permanence. In this way he
changes from a‘seeker for the new power’
to a ‘pupil’ of it. He learns to place his
feeling, thinking and acting in the light,
to calm his respiration field and thus to
open up his whole being for the light of
the new soul. Deviating from the new
path brings about unrest and tension.

Resistance of the auric being

Natural life oscillates between the two
poles. It is never in balance; it is always
busy with inhalation and exhalation,
attraction and repulsion.Whoever, conti-
nually striving for the oneLight, no longer
vivifies these poles, disturbs the laws of
the energy field in which the personality
has lived until then. But natural energy
fields and karma make themselves felt
over and again ^ they cannot do anything
else! ^ in order to neutralise the new soul.
In theUniversalWisdom these opponents
are sometimes called ‘the auric being’.This
auric being suggests to a human being for
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example that biological life is more impor-
tant than spiritual life and that the old
soul is tangible while the new soul is only
an illusion. And the candidate, the seeker
for inner truth, is cast to and fro between
transience and eternity. This cannot be
otherwise because both life fields are
present in the microcosm.

Everybody carries about unfinished
situations, waiting for their solution:
Karma. This part of karma can be
regarded as tasks from the past, which
have not yet been executed or only par-
tially. They force the personality to act,
so that experiences can be gained.
However, in the daily struggle for life the
difference between the two life fields is
constantly outlined more sharply, and
the choice between them becomes ever
more visible. Those unfinished situations
stored in the karma form the dynamic
germs of thinking and acting, are the
results of many incarnations. Do not
expect moral or spiritual purposes of
them, they only want to express them-
selves by deeds. Thus the auric field
evokes thoughts and emotions and in
that way determines the result: the activ-
ity. Everybody has a different combina-
tion of karmic germs, with different
colours and different results, but as to
their nature they are the same: contrary
to the new soul.

The personality is determined by the
polar power centres of the auric field,
together with the contribution of the
genetic material of the parents. Together
with the physical body, the auric being is
‘father’ and ‘mother’ of the personality in
the earthly field of life. Perhaps you can
now understand why Jesus said: ‘He who
loves father or mother more than me, is
not worthy of me.’ It is the new soul, nour-
ished by the Christ power, that is able to

renew the consciousess. By its activity, the
forces of the natural soul, penetrated by
the power of Eternity, are eliminated and
replaced.

In this context it is special that the pu-
rified human being, now having become
simple and still, can experience the brilli-
ance and radiation of the power of eter-
nity very clearly and distinctly, but also
that no single astral touch of earthly
nature can be linked to it! This change is
referred to when myths speak of a suit of
armour or a shield protecting the warrior
from all kinds of attacks.

The new astral Light power

The new soul lives in and through the
perfectly pure powers from the divine
world. These harmonious forces never
mix with the impure substances of the
world. That is why a person, who is
allowed to experience something of this
pure state, feels as if lifted up into a won-
derful happiness. At such moments,
perhaps only for a very short time, he
understands the truemeaning of concepts
like truth, joy or love. And in a poignant
clarity he then perceives the poor imita-
tions of these three mighty faculties in
the bipolar world! A certain melancholy
fills the candidate, when he has to resume
his daily routine, because there he
encounters nothing, or hardly anything,
of that sublime state of life.The difference
between the bliss of the new and the flat-
ness of the old world indeed hurts and can
touch a human soul very deeply, but it can
also be a profoundly radical experience,
an impulse to continue seeking.

Thus the microcosmic life field is put
‘in order’, and gradually everything occu-
pies the place where it belongs. The
Temple that has to replace the old stable
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must be erected stone by stone. The
amount of contemplation, patience and
insight necessary for it can hardly be over-
estimated. Over and again sober insight
into our own situation is required.

The newLight power leads the human
being to such a state of inner balance in
which the consciousness can orientate
itself and acquire a certain clarity neces-
sary to set the next step. The person
learns to use the pure soul powers
received, even if his ordinary patterns of
thinking and acting are resisting. It may
perhaps be difficult that friends dissociate
from him, because he no longer shares
their enthusiasm. But others will be sur-
prised by his remarkably balanced new
mode of life. The effect is that the power
concentrations from the auric field are no
longer able to control the whole personal-
ity. At first a small sphere is cleared, but
gradually the whisperings of the voice of
the silence can be distinguished much
stronger and better. Our whole life will
be attuned to the energy of the new life
field. After all, now that the heart is
touched by the divine Love, the human
being cannot do otherwise any longer! It
is that power which purifies the entire
microcosmic system and makes it
blossom forth, just as the sunlight mani-
fests the beauty of the blossoms. And the
wholebeing learns to cooperate evermore
intensely with the new soul in its merciful
activity and work.

In this new mode of life all functions
of the soul and all values concerning the
world, our own personality and our own
character change. The human being
experiences, knows at a certain moment
that he is a cell of the body of the world,
of TrueHumanity. Full of joy he compre-
hends the importance of his contribution
to the development of that great body, and

he lives entirely in the harmony in which
all active souls look forward to the Spirit.

The vistas of the field of Creation
open up before the inner eye. It becomes
evident how anxiously fallen nature
awaits its redemption, in humanity as
well as in the whole of Creation.The new
soul has recognised its path. It takes the
lead on the path to the divine origin. Yet
it raises not only uncompromising
demands, but always gives also the
energy to carry them out and instructions
how to act. It grants power and requires
the deeds possible at that moment. The
personality is entirely taken up in the
new soul; a pure consciousness, a safe
feeling and a will submitting to the All-
will, are the result.Thus the SoulManpre-
pares himself for the crowning ofhis path.
For after that, through the renewed link
to the forces of the Spirit, a new human
being will be created, as a perfect unity
of Spirit, soul and body.

Question: ‘What is the difference between esoteric and
exoteric teachings?’
Answer: ‘Esoteric teachings are called theTeachings of the
Heart in Buddha’s teachings, the exoteric school theTeach-
ings of the Eye. In this context, the concept of esoteric
teachings refers to inner teachings, to the forces and
powers behind theworld of phenomena. Exoteric teachings
deal with the outside of things, with that which human
beings can observe with their physical sensory organs.The
third kind of teachings, not yet mentioned here, are those
of theGnosis.Those are the teachings that show thepath of
development of the Rose of theHeart to a newensoulment.
That new ensoulment or new soul is ultimately crowned by
the descent of the Spirit of God.That gnostic path is the
bridge between dialectics, the world in which we live, and
Statics, the Kingdom of God.’
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