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Introduction

In May 2004, a conference for the inter-
national group of young pupils of the
Lectorium Rosicrucianum, lasting sev-
eral days, took place in Foyer Catharose
de Petri,Caux, Switzerland. Over 400
young people of 17 nationalities, from
all parts of Europe, met in this confer-
ence centre, situated high above Lake
Geneva. They form a tight and well-fo-
cused group, which reflects on how to
shape their own lives, so that the light
and the power of the universal life
make themselves felt in it.

Is this possible? And if so, what should
the expected consequences be? Can a per-
son simultaneously focus on a path of lib-

eration and develop in society? And
above all: how should a young person in-
terpret all these changes he or she
experiences, on the one hand due to the
stage of life they are in, and on the other
hand, due to the beginning pupilship of a
gnostic Spiritual School?
The editors are grateful that the Interna-
tional Spiritual Directorate, which led
this conference, has put the four addresses
at the disposal of the Pentagram, so that a
much larger group can become ac-
quainted with them. In addition, a selec-
tion of universally relevant questions and
answers, discussed in groupmeetings, has
been included in this issue. They may ap-
peal to all who, as seekers, clear a path to
the higher life of a new soul state.
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In which direction?

‘With all your enthusiasm,’ the younger
one, leaning against the rock, says to his
friend, ‘we are only disturbing the peace
as we are passing through this quiet
nature.’ His somewhat older friend
stops, too, and looks cautiously into the
chasm that opens beneath his feet before
casting his eyes on the rocky masses ex-
tending to the horizon. ‘Magnificent,
wonderful. These mountains, symbols
of eternity!’

The younger one puts down his ruck-
sack and replies: ‘I rather believe that
they symbolise the suffering of the earth.’

‘Oh no, they are the abodes of the
gods. Everything alive strives upwards.
The mountains give us hope, they are the
promise!’

‘Do they not rather hinder our upward
striving?’

‘Yes, they do, the soul is heavily bur-
dened by matter. But’, his friend says,
pointing at the summit, ‘look up there.
This is where matter ceases to exist.
There is the freedom of the soul. Hasn’t
it been promised by all religions? Isn’t it
the highest, and maybe the only hope,
our true goal?’

The younger one scratches his fore-
head and says slowly: ‘To me, the whole
matter is not that simple. A free soul:
What is this supposed to be? It sounds
like an expression from a dictionary of
philosophy. All I know is the dejected
soul, which is confused in a tangle of sub-

jective traits, personal preferences, fears,
worries and so on. Moreover, we are sub-
ject to the straightjacket of instinctive re-
actions, the collective unconscious, and
don’t forget the reaction of these so-called
free souls to sunspots and phases of the
moon.’

‘You are quite right.The soul is bound.
But let me add: still bound! But it can be
emptied from everything. Its conscious-
ness can soar high and explore boundless
vistas, perceive the universe with an ea-
gle’s eye and be dissolved in insight. Then
the soul will be free.’

The younger one replies, nodding his
head: ‘It seems that this is also true, but
at the same time unattainable. Can our
consciousness rise beyond time and
space? Are we able to think of something
that is neither good nor evil ^ or evenboth
at the same time? Can we live our lives,
free from any bonds and entanglements?’

‘But this is exactly what contributes to
the freedom of the soul,’ the older friend
positively continues. ‘The soul must and
will judge. It must, yes, it will seek, pro-
mote and strengthen the good, theDivine
and be completely assimilated by it!’

‘How is this possible for a conscious-
ness, which is completely confined by op-
posites, and which stems from a world in
which forms are generated and disappear
again, and in which nothing is perma-
nent?’

‘You rather focus on the outside. Eter-
nity manifests itself in human beings.
Only we human beings are able to allow
the moment to have permanence, signifi-
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cance, history. Wehave amemory. We can
lookback into history andplan the future.
We create works of art which stand the
test of time. Wemanifest the spirit in mat-
ter. And these mountains are the physical
symbol of the durability of the Divine
spirit in human beings.’

The two men fall silent and become
completely immersed in the mountains
that are flooded by the light.

Then the younger one resumes: ‘It is
true, the consciousness has this strong
magnetic force of attraction. It can record
events and call a halt to the transience of
life. The soul can perhaps develop to the
extent that it can outlive death ...’

‘... and rise above time and space so that
insight is no longer impeded by matter.’

Again the two men are silent. The sun
is reaching its zenith, thus changing the
appearance of the forests, meadows and
houses down below into an irregular pat-
tern of light and shadow.

‘Humanity dreams that the conscious-
ness will rise far above the summits of
earthly life. It would find its way into the
workshop of nature. It can study the laws
of life and death, and can ultimately enter
the realm of the causes, and can trace the
deeds of humanity back to its roots...’

‘A free consciousness could intervene
and generate different effects, help those
who deserve help and accept it...’

‘If only there were no mountains.’
‘I don’t understand...’
‘Even when you are standing on the

top, your view remains restricted. What
prevents us from seeing the truth? Our
thoughts which are blurred by personal
preferences. And I assume that there is
something else: the dragon in his den
who is guarding his treasure!’

‘Oh, come on, these are images of

times long passed. Humanity has devel-
oped ever since. We have developed a con-
sciousness that recognises itself. And thus
I can overcome my I-centrality by doing
the good I want, which is wishing my fel-
low beings well.’ The younger one stands
up and points at his friend vehemently.
But then he sits down again.

At last, he says hesitatingly: ‘I know
these thoughts and have often studied
them,but I don’t like them.There is some-
thing inside me that recoils at the thought
that I must exist forever, even though I
may be refined into a diamond. And even
if my I were a single tiny point, it would
nevertheless divert the free flow of nature
and thus disturb the universal balance.
Isn’t there always something within us
that wants to possess, hold on to things?
Matter, but also knowledge, methods,
technology, everything which made
humanity climb the stairs to self-deifica-
tion during the last centuries? Perhaps, a
human being is able to become incredibly
powerful, maybe he will be able to im-
mortalise himself. But then he will be a
lonely peak that rises high above the life
at the foot of the mountain. A memorial
of self-maintenance, a powerful, yet so
very sad triumph of the I-force.’

‘No, on the contrary. This I-force
would be poured out into the world. It
would be able to absorb everything into
its consciousness. It would emanate its
thoughts, penetrating and illuminating
everything and perceiving the eternal
laws.’

With a smile the younger one replies:
‘Yes, you are rather convinced of yourself.
You are an idealist. I am not. I am differ-
ent. I have always felt that something is
hidden within me. I hope that a great
miracle will happen, that something will
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strike me like a flash of lightning and re-
veal with its merciless brightness the dark
side in me which slips through my fingers
over and over again.’

The younger one shakes his head and
looks at his friend. ‘It is absurd, but for
quite some time I have felt this strange
urge to lose myself. Illogical, isn’t it? I
would like to pull down the whole house
and build something completely new in-
stead, something clear, pure and subtle.
How can I say it? Something incompre-
hensible which no artist has ever created,
which no word has ever expressed. Some-
thing like the deep silence of these moun-
tains, their sparkling snowy tops you are
constantly looking at.Yet, this is not quite
it. It is rather something not of this world.’
The younger one has risen and is pointing
at the rocky masses around them.

‘Archimedes once said: ‘‘Give me a
lever and a point where I can stand, and I

will move the world.’’And another saying
goes: ‘‘Faith can move mountains.’’
Maybe, faith can even dissolvemountains.
Great, isn’t it? Where is this point? Out-
side this world? And where is this faith?’

Here they part company. The older
one hoists his rucksack on his back and
climbs to the mountaintop, to the fullness
of the bond with the Universe. The
younger one sits down and looks out
over the shadowy valley.There are others,
perhaps,who also think aboutmountains,
eternity and faith; and who want to lose
themselves. Together with them... who
knows? Is it not only there, where the
point can be found from which ‘the earth
can be moved’? Within the human being
who seeks it?

Gradually, the voices of nature fade
away and absolute silence surrounds him
for a moment.
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The world in which we live ^

the microcosm in which we live

What kind of world is it, in which we
wander about every day and marvel?
We marvel at the sharp opposites of life
and death, health and illness, wealth
and poverty, good and evil. It is a
world, in which we have to find our
way, in whatever way we can.Youthful
enthusiasm sparkles from you. But
every once in a while, some of you with-
draw in order to reflect about the pur-
pose of all this apparent nonsense. Why
do people get excited about all sorts of
things? What is the meaning of this en-
tire nervous bustle, of this whole merry-
go-round?

You will not find harmony and peace
within yourselves if you don’t solve this
conflict of never-ending opposites within
yourselves. Today you may shout for joy,
tomorrow you may be ‘down’. This need
not just be ‘Sturm und Drang’, or delayed
puberty. One moment you live intensely,
the next moment you feel a stranger on
earth.

If you do not have this feeling of being
‘a stranger’, your pupilship is meaning-
less. Then the Spiritual School has
nothing to say to you. What is the
reason for this? It is because the Spiritual
School ties in with this feeling of being
unfulfilled. And it gives clear answers to
the questions cropping up and provides

insight into the
purpose of your
existence. There
are older members
of the D-group
here, who are still
facing the choice
to become a pupil
or not. It’s won-
derful that they
are also here with
us during this con-
ference. It may be a
decisive experience
affecting the rest
of their life; deci-
sive regarding the
course their life
will take.

The group of
young pupils con-
sists of people
who are young and are pupils. Being
young is a given fact, being a pupil is a
choice you have made. All young pupils
have made a conscious choice. If you per-
severe in this choice, you will not be dis-
appointed by it.

A conscious choice is necessary in
order to give direction to your life. Then
you have, from all the possibilities in life,
from all those ways open to you, chosen
one way, which you will experience as the
Way. Everyone is searching for a way out
of the labyrinth of suffering and pain, out
of the labyrinth of hopelessness that grabs
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so many by the throat. Why else are the
mental homes so full? Why do so many
young people commit suicide, for exam-
ple? If, in the past, time seemed to pass
by slowly (old photographs often give the
impression that the pushcarts and the
people were standing still), nowadays we
often have the sensation that everything is
as volatile as mercury. In the past, people
knew for sure that matter consisted of
small particles. Now it appears to be
waves, a dance, but there is nothing dan-
cing this dance. They are only ‘probabil-
ity waves’. A fundamental randomness

underlies Heisenberg’s1 theory of uncer-
tainty. Einstein’s theoryof relativity states
that there exists a fundamental relativity:
neither absolute motion nor rest exists.
Systems of co-ordinates move with re-
spect to each other. Galactic systems
move with unimaginable speed through
an empty universe. It is a constantly ex-
panding emptiness. But what is actually
expanding? Stars are born and implode
into all-devouring black holes. From
quantumphysics,we know about rotating
and spinning particles. ‘Particles’? No,
they are not small ‘things’, but particles
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of energy. Or can we speak of conscious-
ness, of vibrations with a memory?

Could microcosms also be something
like that? In them, are quantum leaps
into another dimension, or into another
universe, another consciousness, possi-
ble? What is consciousness, what are par-
ticles, energies, and electromagnetic
waves? What is memory, what is the col-
lective unconscious? Is there supercon-
sciousness?

What is a human being?

Who are you? Who am I? In earlier
times everything looked static ^ people
had time. Now everything is dynamic ^
now no one has time. In the past, people
could hold on tomorals and standards, re-
ligion and material science. Things were
predictable; the universe was considered
to be a machine, an enormous clockwork
that, onceGod had started it,was just tick-
ing away. If you knew the initial state and
Newton’s laws of motion, you simply
knew how it would end ^ they thought.
This is called determinism. Later on, it
was detected that uncertainties, in the
form of chance or probability, controlled
reality muchmore than science was ready
to admit. Einstein, a pioneering genius in
his thinking, could not accept this. ‘God
does not play dice,’ he said.

Reincarnation is another great and
very ancient concept; it is so logical, but
the churches and science still deny it. As-
trology, this science of old, studied for
centuries, has been designated as super-
stition by the churches, and modern
science calls it nonsense. God, or a
sublime intelligence ^ ‘I don’t need this
hypothesis,’ a philosopher once said. In
the past, religion determined the doings
of the masses. Now that the churches
don’t seem to have the answers, these
answers are looked for in all kinds of

spiritual movements. Spirituality is the
fashionable word nowadays. Society is
‘buzzing’ with ‘spirituality’ ^ whatever
this may be. Everyone can accept it,
because it is a vague concept. New Age
appeals to many, because it corresponds
with an unconscious drive that tears
humanity loose from old ideas, ideolo-
gies and concepts.

Time to leave

It is the call of Aquarius,whichpropels
humanity onto new paths. Aquarius con-
veys the call to humanity, which has
dwelled in matter for so long: ‘It is time
to leave, to bid farewell to matter and to
penetrate to the new Life. Matter is no
longer important: a mystery is calling
you.’

But alas, this urge, this call is misun-
derstood in all kinds of ways. Humanity
is making a mess of it. It is like the prison
tower in the dream of Christian Rosy-
cross, in which the trapdoor is slightly
lifted. Look how everything is wriggling
in the dark and dashing in all directions
^ confusion everywhere. AndC.R.C. also
climbs over other people’s backs to work
himself upward and escape the turmoil.

This means that the beginning of our
pupilship is not so lofty at all, but rather
causes a state of confusion. A ray of light
penetrates into the microcosm and the
human being is discovered and discovers
himself! What is crawling around in the
hidden recesses of our own self? It is a
form of awakening which is not pleasant
at all. It requires great courage to face it
and to move on calmly.

Humanity is also beginning to show
signs of awakening. Sleep in matter be-
comes lighter. Many people begin to stir
in their sleep, as the day is dawning. We
are speaking of awakening from the
dream of illusion, the delusion of matter,
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the delusion of religion, science and tech-
nology that humanity has dreamed up for
so long. This partial awakening is caused
by the electromagnetic effect of the new
era, the Age of Aquarius, theWaterbearer
who pours his pitcher of living water over
humanity.

This age is generally considered tobe a
‘New Age’. The movement of the same
name tries to react to it. But what really
matters is knowledge, the Gnosis, needed
in order to truly be able to walk the path
of liberation. Otherwise, Aquarius re-
mains diffuse and not understood.

Thinking for yourself

In the past, people were ‘religious’,
now they call themselves ‘spiritual’ ^
whatever that may mean. In the past,
there were well-defined concepts of God
and dogma: this is what you have to be-
lieve and not something else, or you go to
jail or die at the stake. You don’t have to
think for yourself, this is what the clergy
is for ^ they know! This is no longer ac-
ceptable. People have become emanci-
pated and use their own thinking faculty.
They determine for themselves what ap-
peals to them in their spiritual quest. On
the one hand, this is favourable, because it
shows that humanity is wrestling itself
free from church authorities and has
achieved self-consciousness.This freedom
is absolutely necessary to be able to go the
path of transfiguration. On the other
hand, this self-consciousness has not yet
received a clear direction. It is like a
group of migratory birds which, before
undertaking the long journey, are flying
around in circles to orientate themselves
and establish their course. Thus, the gen-
eral ‘NewAge’ orientation is still without
proper direction. Everyone is doing his
own thing and everywhere it is different.
Isn’t this wonderful?Without any rules or

commitments? No requirements are im-
posed.

In the Spiritual School of the Golden
Rosycross it is different ^ this School
does impose certain conditions. This
stems from a well-defined knowledge:
the knowledge of the Path, of the risks on
the Path, and of the causes why so many
attempts of spiritual schools in the past
have failed. One of the main causes is a
lack of commitment and no obligations:
Not engaging in commitments concern-
ing each other and the group, no rules.
These are the causes for the failures of
quite a lot of well-intended attempts to
walk the Path.

There have to be pure teachings.There
has to be a mode of life attuned to them

9

An intellectual mentality,which is wholly attuned to
matter,which seeks matter, need certainly not start the
work of soul building; it will not have the slightest result. A
person should truly yearn for soul growth, should be ready
for it, and this, in turn, depends on the state of the human
blood, on the state of the so-called blood soul.
In short, it all depends on whether a person has reached a
stage, by virtue of his karmic past, of being able to devote
himself to the seeking and striving for the possession of the
living soul state. If this desire is present on the basis of the
karmic past, then, as you will understand, both the heart
and the head have arrived at a state of openness. Then the
head and the heart are ‘inclined towards each other’; they
are attuned to each other.What usuallyhappens in thisma-
terial world is that there is a separation between the differ-
ent aspects and activities of the heart and the head.
But if the heart and the head begin to show a certain
balance, a directedness on the matters of the soul, then the
desire for a glorious progress of both of them lies behind it.
There is a desire to become perfect! Thehumanbeing of this
world is not a perfect being; he has not yet become a true
human being. It is our mystification that we think we are
alreadyMen, but we are only men in the making. We can
only speak of a permanent genesis,when we are truly
focused on the building of the soul.2



and logically resulting from them. There
have to be clear, established rules about
what serves the goal and what distracts
from it. A ship cannot sail if the crew
does not obey the rules. The Grandmas-
ters have always acknowledged and
pointed out the consequences of a lack of
commitment, of ‘freedom for all’, of doing
as you please.

A group is indispensable and

strengthens

In all initiation schools, certain de-
mands have always been made. All candi-
dates had to comply in order to attain
spiritual awakening. An initiation school
like the School of the Golden Rosycross,
too, is depending on the strict guidelines it
has been given in order to be able to work
with the pupils entrusted to it, and cer-
tainly tobe able to execute aworld-encom-
passing work of redemption.

The requirements of preparatory pu-
pilship, probationary pupilship and pro-
fessing pupilship were not invented to
suppress the pupils and steal their free-
dom, but to offer a minimal basis on
which they, and the Spiritual School,
may hope that their efforts will be
crowned with success. Otherwise, the
chances for liberation would be non-exis-
tent.

We should not forget that our field of
life is the natural adversary of every
pupil who tries to walk the path of life.
Not because this field of life is so bad,
but simply because it cannot be other-
wise! If you make a hole in water, it im-
mediately fills up again. The same holds
true for the field of dialectics. Every in-
fluence contrary to its nature will be
neutralised as quickly as possible. There-
fore, quite a lot is needed to create and
maintain a vacuum, a magnetic field
that is sufficiently pure to offer protec-

tion to all who have joined in it, in their
struggle against karmic forces. This is
why we desperately need the group.
This is why we joined the group, which
forms the Spiritual School, in order to
receive knowledge, which is transformed
into truth and light in our own micro-
cosm.

Imitation: the method of the world

Wehave just stated that our field of life,
inwhich all beings are imprisoned, always
restores and reinforces itself. This is,
among other things, achieved by the
power of imitation. In the Gospel of the
Pistis Sophia this power is called the
power with the lion’s head. It is not the
true lion’s power, the solar power of the
Gnosis, but a power which pretends to be
the light of the Gnosis. It is the power,
which is represented by a lion’s head, the
symbol of deception.

There is the call to freedom, the call to
liberate ourselves from the wheel of birth
and death, the freedom of the kingdom of
the light. This call has been turned into a
horizontal call for liberty, equality and
fraternity, as it resounded during the
FrenchRevolution, and which has victim-
ized thousands. Freedom can also be in-
terpreted as freedom for all people in the
sense of ‘doing as you please’. This is the
reaction to being suppressed by church,
state and society. First, people have to be-
come emancipated. But then there is still a
long way ahead to the true freedom of the
children of God. The most important
power in the universe is the power of
love. On the horizontal plane, this love is
hardly understood. It is often expressed as
sex in all the variations we can think of.
Commercials, movies, theatre and maga-
zines propagate the animal love ad absur-
dum. How far this is removed from the
Divine love!
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The knowledge of salvation ^ of heal-
ing ^ is the knowledge needed to fathom
theDivine plan rationally and to perceive,
to some degree, thePath.However, know-
ledge and knowing in our field of life are
associated with what the brain learns in
school; the intellectual knowledge of the
limited mind. Waking up in the Divine
nature involves normalizing the lost
senses of inner hearing, inner perception,
of seeing what happens far away, and of
being united with all brothers and sisters
in the new life. These are imitated by in-
ventions like radio, telecommunication,
television, mobile phones and the Inter-
net. These inventions are imitations of fa-
culties that should be developed in
humanity. But many people do not even
long for them ^ because the desire for
them has been removed or suppressed by
imitations in the outside world. However
impressive they may be, they are extreme-
ly poor compared to the faculties of the
original human being.

The Spiritual School casts its power
field as a fishing net in the world, so that
many seekers can be drawn up into the
new life. One of the answers of the
inhabitants of the reflection sphere is
the invention of the Internet. This net
offers worldwide communication
instead of the true unification of soul
human beings. It offers worldwide infor-
mation instead of the universal know-
ledge and wisdom that the reborn
human being receives. It turns human
beings into slaves of their computer net-
works and does not lift them up to the
Gnosis and true freedom.

This is why it is said to the pupil: see
through the snares of our field of life!
Free yourself from delusion, and break
all ties that keep you imprisoned. What
this implies and what this requires of us,
we will try to explore, together, during
this conference.

1 The Heisenberg Uncertainty Principle
(HUP) is a law of nature that states that impulse
and the placement of a particle cannot be si-
multaneously, exactly measured, because both
are unstable. When you measure the impulse,
the place changes, and vice versa.
2 The texts in the shaded boxes in this issue
have been taken from: J van Rijckenborgh,
Reveille! Rozekruis Pers, Haarlem, 1963 .
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All of us are still insignificant mortals. We may realise
something of our primitiveness, but a mightyDivine plan
underlies our existence.This fact demands that we fathom
this goal and its cause and attune ourselves to it.The
microcosm,with the flame of the monad, forms the cause
and the purpose emanating from the Divine Father to
place us before our task.The earthly personality is the
instrument, the apparatus, by means of which the creative
idea underlying our existence is to be carried out. And as it
is a Divine plan, and the Divine spark forms the basis, ^
for the monad is a Divine spark ^ the one and absolute
requirement for the fulfilment is self-realisation, self-
freemasonry.
This fulfilment is not handed to us on a silver platter. We
must carry out this plan ourselves, step by step, no one else
can do it for us.This is why the course of humanity is a
development, the development of an instrument,which at
a certain moment will be crowned with an intellectual
faculty andwith a soul vehicle, inwhich the experiences of
aeons of time can be taken up as an imperishable
possession, so that on this basis the spiritual flame of the
monad can enter,and hence thehumanbeing,having once
again become perfect, borne by the flame of the monad,
can proceed as an eternal being from power to power and
from glory to glory.



Questions

What is the symbolic significance of the
sculpture of the dove in the temple of the
Foyer Catharose de Petri in Caux?

Throughout time, the dove has been
considered as a symbol of purity, and the
innocent soul. In addition, hope is a spe-
cial quality attributed to this slender ani-
mal. After the Flood, the dove returns
with an olive branch to Noah’s ark, so
that all onboard could expect a favourable
outcome (land!).

At the same time, it is a symbol of in-
nocence and humility, because only
adorned with these qualities, can the new
land ‘after theFlood’ be entered. Another
reason why the dove is seen as the symbol
of the soul is that a dove always flees in the
direction of the sun (i.e.: the Spirit). This
blinds the enemies pursuing it and forces
them to let the dove go.

This dove is the symbol of the Grand-
master of the Spiritual School, Catharose
de Petri, just as the eagle outside the Re-
nova temple is the symbol of our Grand-
master, Jan van Rijckenborgh. These are
not representations of persons, but ex-
pressions of the structure of lines of force
they represent: the soft, yet resolute drive
of the dove and the power and high flight
of the eagle; the power of both animals to
rise far above everything. These are an-
cient symbols, which appear in many cul-
tures.

On the path of liberation, the new soul oc-
cupies an ever-larger place in the micro-
cosm. How should we, from this point of
view, deal with all the inner changes that
we, as young people, are experiencing?

‘Man, o Aesclepius, is a great miracle’ is a
well-known statement of HermesTrisme-
gistus. From biology, we know quite well
that the body is a wonderful instrument,
consisting of all kinds of cell groups and
billions of cells. This whole system is sub-
jected to constant change. You begin as a
baby, experience the years of your young
‘kingship’, as a teenager you are con-
fronted with your karma, on the basis of
which you develop into an adult and gain
experiences in the work you are responsi-
ble for. All the time, cells are replaced and
new ones are added. If you perhaps think
that these processes, which take place in
your body day and night, are largely con-
trolled by outside forces, you have some
idea of the great process in which you, as
an individual, have been taken up. In the
School you are confronted with a power
that lifts you above all these influences
and which creates an opportunity to rea-
lise life on a new, higher, totally different
level ^ without neglecting your ‘ordinary’
life. This power also causes changes in
your whole system. Now it is important
that you recognise these changes. There
is only one way to learn to understand
them: to submerge in them, fundamen-
tally and with all your heart and soul.
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And you can only learn tounderstand this
power by working with it, by dealing with
it. Because first there are changes in your
being, but ultimately you yourself will be
totally changed. Then the ground has
been prepared for transfiguration. In

our days, you will find this power parti-
cularly strong in our temples. This is
why it is constantly pointed out how im-
portant it is to attend services and con-
ferences, to read about it and to speak
about it with others.
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Silence ^ inner silence?

Yes,what is inner silence? It has certainly
nothing to do with concentrating with
closed eyes and devoutly folded hands.
This is posing, and simply posing is of no
use. Inner silence is achieved when the
senses, and the consciousness linked with
them, no longer make themselves felt.
Consciousness and the senses are instru-
ments that are now completely controlled
by the I, because they too stem from the
body, from nature. If your I no longer
puts itself in the forefront, but ^ by using
your intelligence, nourished by your long-
ing ^ can completely withdraw, then ever
more space will be created for the soul.
The nature of the new soul is openness,
space, silence; it is set in motion when an
activity is projected into it, just as a stone
makes the water move. If it is still, it re-
flects the (spiritual) sun, and there will be
room to be linked with the Spirit of God.
We might say: when the I has completely
withdrawn into the background (actually:
has disappeared), the soul can, as a
smooth lake, receive and pass on the un-
distorted impulses of the Spirit. This
inner silence is therefore not something
for you alone, but is an instrument to
serve humanity.

Are mobile phones dangerous?

Much has been said and written about the
dangers of mobile phones and their radia-
tions. Although the hardware industry
maintains that nothing is wrong, they
nevertheless constantly change theirmod-
els, partly to meet the ‘fleeting’ taste of

consumers, but certainly also to anticipate
the problems of liability. Mobile phones
are so very convenient. Every day, mil-
lions and millions of contacts are made,
which ^ within a certain bandwidth ^ fill
the atmosphere with radiations. It cannot
directly harm the field of the Spiritual
School, because this is active on a totally
different level, but indirectly it does harm.
After all, your telephone draws your at-
tention. Your concentration is inter-
rupted. A certain unrest develops in the
atmosphere of the conference, which
does not leave the participants untouched.
Not only for this reason, but also out of
respect for the special field of the Spiritual
School,which receives us again and again,
mobile phones are not used during a con-
ference.

The aim of a conference is to achieve a
special link with the values of the life of
the soul by staying in the power field, at a
quiet place outside the bustle of every-
thing that keeps society occupied. Soul va-
lues, or soul consciousness, can only de-
velop in a pure atmosphere, ‘at a serene
place, in the pure ethers’, as we can read
in the book Reveille, written by the
Grandmasters in 1962. Only in the pure
ethers, are we able to consciously experi-
ence ‘the other one within us’.Conference
centres (and of course more especially the
temples) offer the first conditions for this
special atmosphere. It is assumed that
these things can be understood and are
cordially endorsed by each participant of
a conference.This is why signs, such as the
ugly ‘No smoking’ signs, will be avoided
as long as possible.
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Is the social aspect within the Spiritual
School not at the same time an obstacle?

This is not necessarily true, provided
everyone watches himself in this respect.
The aim of the Spiritual School is to clar-
ify the outlines of the coming new man.
All its activities (and there are quite a lot
of them) are determined by it and there is
no other goal. At the same time, the Spiri-
tual School considers it to be of the ut-
most importance that young people from
all countries of the world can get to know
each other in its new-gnostic atmosphere.
The joy of meeting each other and the
spiritual perspective that so clearly sur-
faces from it, strengthen the dynamics,
and the new mode of life will develop
spontaneously.

This is a Spiritual School focused on a
joyful, new soul life and inner develop-
ment. Undeniably, there are quite a few
obstacles in every earthly personality
that can be dealt with on the basis of the
teachings of the Spiritual School ^ but
only by the person concerned himself. If
the will to do so is lacking, then it is quite
useless to stay in the School, and it may
even be detrimental. But if every partici-
pant can remain focused on the life of the
soul, and develop a realistic view of life,
his I and society, the Spiritual School, as
a living body, will, for quite some time,
be able to continue to be a bridge to the
new soul life, which partakes in the field
of the resurrection.

What will the cosmic night look like and
when does it begin?

A cosmic night can be compared with a
period of rest and recuperation. During
our sleep, we also experience such a per-
iod; you are resting and your body goes
through a process of revitalisation. New
energy is attracted and what remained be-
hind of thoughts and emotions is re-
moved. Wemake a fresh start at the begin-
ning of the new day.The same is true with
regard to the cycle of life and death. When
the body dies, a process of rest and recup-
eration for the wholemicrocosmic system
begins, and this will result in a new life
with new possibilities.

Similarly, creation has periods ofman-
ifestation and of rest. During this latter
period, everything will disappear in an as-
cent or in a decline, but at the same time,
new possibilities will develop. It may be
compared to inhaling and exhaling.
Creating is then compared with an inhala-
tion, after which an exhalation follows,
and everything manifested returns to its
origin. In The Secret Doctrine, H P Bla-
vatsky describes such periods and puts
them in the context of time. The number
of years involved is incomprehensible for
us.
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Gnosis is simplicity itself

For young people in particular, it is im-
portant to approach life with open eyes,
and to recognise their place in this
world. To have determined this place as
clearly as possible, is alreadya large step
in the direction of healing and libera-
tion.

Whoever manages to bring light into
the darkness, and is also prepared to look
objectively at what then becomes visible,
shows the necessary courage to face the
facts of life without trying to change
them to his own liking.This is why we re-
turn to our current life situation, to exam-
ine ^ without rose-coloured glasses ^ a
few burning questions of the seeking
human being.

The present-day human being is con-
fronted with questions that have kept
him spellbound for ages and that drive
him forward in his search. Currently,
these questions are, more than ever, sur-
rounded by hyperactivity and accompa-
nied by great confusion. For everything
there is an answer, offered as if for sale at
the annual fair. How thrilling it is to con-
jure up answers to those 1001 questions!
After all, it is exciting and different when
you can say whatever you are dying to say
without anything to stop you, and in so
doing, before everything else, leave every-
thing open.Then it is said: ‘It is good that
we talked about this.’ Searching is fine,
but please do not ‘find’. That would be

too restrictive, because
‘finding’ and having an
answer involves respon-
sibility, and who wants
to bear this? In a recent
radio broadcast, a distin-
guished philosopher in
Switzerland said re-
signedly: ‘Sadly enough
we must recognise and
acknowledge, that we
know nothing... Yes, phi-
losophy has in fact run
aground.’ Already for
centuries, a select group
of scholars has been oc-
cupied with deciphering
the central problems of
life. They are trying to
unveil the riddles of
humanity and the
world, and to penetrate to the plan that
underlies them.
We can characterise our present time as
the era of open questions, for every an-
swer given by the scholars is the starting
signal for new questions. Our present
time is characterised by an explosion of
questions. To create some form of order
in this jumble, present-day scholars con-
centrate on questions such as: What is
consciousness? How does our brain func-
tion? How does gravity function? When
did life on earth begin? How did the uni-
verse come into existence? Do extra-ter-
restrials exist? Is the course of evolution
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really accidental? Will we ever have eter-
nal life?

How difficult the search for the right
answer is! On what should we focus?
Where do we find fixed points of orienta-
tion? Where is our trustworthy power of
discernment? Finally, where do we find
an example?

The consciousness of a machine?

This is why it is not surprising that David
Chalmers, director of the Center for Con-
sciousness Research at the University of
Arizona, in his research of the conscious-

ness of a computer, does not distinguish
between beings of flesh and blood and a
being of metal, plastic and electrical cir-
cuits. He says: ‘Once we can converse
with a computer about everything from
Kant to the Champions League, what
then is the difference between that and
the consciousness of a human being?’

In the usual research of the brain, we
are confronted with 100 billion cells
which, by means of 100 trillion nodal
points and 90,000 kilometres of cable,
communicate with each other. How
should we, in a universe with an estimated
70 sextillion suns, (a 7 with 22 zeroes)
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look for extra-terrestrial beings?Whoever
wants to look for the beginning of life on
earth must go back three to four billion
years. When, in addition to this, he starts
to think about the development of the
universe, he will even have to take 13.7 bil-
lion years into account!

Astrophysicists, who investigate grav-
ity, have come to the conclusion that or-
dinary matter only comprises four per-
cent of the total mass of the universe. The
rest is identified as so-called ‘dark matter’,
about which we know nothing. On the
basis of this alone we can ask ourselves:
What is the value of a theory that cannot
explain 96 percent of the universe?

This exploration shows the urgent search
for answers to the most important vital
questions, and how complex, and at the
same time how limited, the manner of ob-
servation, the principles and the methods
of human beings are in this search. That
this urge exists, particularly at the present
time, is related to the electromagnetic in-
fluences of the Age of Aquarius. The year
2004 is a special year, because now vir-
tually the same cosmic constellation is in
the sky as approximately 500 years ago
during the Renaissance in Italy. As the
name indicates, the Renaissance was the
time in which something new was born.
But it was also a period full of question
marks.

The same is true today.This year 2004
is a good beginning for fundamental re-
newal and change. And now the central
questions are: Where is the power of dis-
covery with which all borders can be
crossed?What is the instrument ofdiscov-
ery that is required for liberation?What is
the plan of liberation? And how can lib-
eration be realised?

Intelligent search

Crucial in this search iswhere dowebegin
seeking? Which power of discovery can
we draw on? Do we choose the reasoning
of the brain or do we choose our central,
spiritual nucleus? The brain reaches as far
as intellectual thinking can go,but further
than space and time it cannot go.The phi-
losophy of the Spiritual School, however,
assumes that the spirit-spark is a part of
eternity and as such can unlock eternity.
It is as simple as that! Yet, the human
being bases his search for the secrets of
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There are therefore, in fact, two states of life which are
linked with each other at a certain moment; one life
from the earth and one life from the solar body.Nowwe
ask you, ‘Which of these two is the most important one?’
The answer is not difficult: the solar life of course!
But it is obvious that, as these two are joined for a
mighty purpose,we should not say: ‘This terrestrial life
of ours has no meaning at all; it is of no use whatsoever,’
because our terrestrial life has to fulfil an extremely
important task in the process of the two that must
become one. So it is clear that, from his very youth, the
earthly human being must prepare himself for his task
concerning the inner other one, the solar human being.
[...] And this is only possible through transfiguration of
the earthly human being.This is a process of which the
Holy Language says that, in reality, there need not be
death for the earthly human being.
As you know, this is in fact what people in scientific
circles are seeking so feverishly: the postponement of
death as long as possible, and then...who knows... one
day... the neutralisation of death.
But the neutralisation of the death of the earthly human
being has been possible for an unimaginably long time:
through transfiguration! The process of transfiguration
enables the solar life, or in other words, eternity, and the
earthly life, that is time, to become completely one.
Everything temporary can be taken up into eternity.





life on the brain-driven mind. He is not
aware that he limits his radius of action
by this choice, and hence will be ship-
wrecked. Is this not a foolish approach?
This is not the case. Liberation and the
plan behind it can become so real and so
clear, so present, that they are no mind
game or virtual images, but a dimension
of life that is linked to a practical, passable
road. A group of young pupils who have
realised where liberation begins, how it
can be continued and where it leads to,
can, as a group, be a great promise for the
times to come.

Liberation cannot be realised through
philosophical discussions and endless
conversations, even if we deploy all avail-
able words, emotions and gestures. No
word, no sound, no image, no action is
able to place liberation into this world, or
tomove us into it.Yet, the opposite is tried
with great intensity. Just think of certain
music with which young people are con-
fronted,which is aggressively provocative
and terribly loud.

Human beings can be especially influ-
enced with music. Music not only acti-
vates the centres of hearing and move-
ment, but also all the centres responsible
for learning, memory, concentration,
creativity and emotions. Scientific re-
search has shown that music can even
alter the brain. This would mean that the
brain is plastic and pliable. Just try to ima-
gine what this means!

A free dimension of life and the

right set of instruments

This is the reason for the urgent neces-
sity to recognise and see through such
facts, relationships and outcomes as early
as possible. Then understanding, open-
ness and longing for a dimension of life
that is free from these limiting influences
can develop. This is why the Spiritual

School of the Golden Rosycross places a
reality in this world that far exceeds
space and time, and is above any conceiva-
ble human activity in this world. The
Spiritual School has taken up its place in
the flow of the Gnosis,which has been ac-
tive ever since the fall of humanity. It con-
tinuously propagates the universal mes-
sage of liberation. It is not merely a com-
munity of religious people nor does it
only have a philosophy. It represents
everything that the Gnosis ^ that is true
knowledge ^ contains. This knowledge is
simplicity itself.

This may sound a little exaggerated.
How can something be simple, when the
world and humanity are as complicated
and convoluted as described above? Why,
then, did the Grandmasters of the Spiri-
tual School write so many books on so
many topics? Why, then, are there so
many words at public meetings, services
and conferences?
Nevertheless we repeat: the knowledge,
which is the Gnosis, is simplicity itself.
And we add: it is so simple that a child
can understand it.

The reason everything seems to be so
complicated that we can hardly grasp it,
is that our natural personality is the
wrong instrument for gathering know-
ledge. The sensory activity and the ordin-
ary mind, as major instruments of obser-
vation and reflection, are suited for as-
similating external knowledge. They can
only perceive and deal with the outside
of something. For example, concerning
the human energy centres, they cannot
grasp the unifying element, the idea and
the plan.

We can see the countless branches and
leaves of a tree, but not its roots. We could
also compare the working of the senses
and the brain to a paper shredder. The
senses turn a whole into many small
pieces, so that the message is no longer le-
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gible. As long as we move head over heels
through life in this fashion, gathering in-
formation and, in addition to this, want-
ing to break the wall of the I, it is unavoid-
able that the dust we throw up takes our
breath away.

‘Kiss’

In the multiplicity of the world, no one
can realise a workable method in this
way. Hence, it is not surprising that
many long for a Moses, who descends
from the mountain with his command-
ments and creates clarity. The so-called
autonomy and liberty in the multiplicity
has become aparticularly strenuous affair.
Human life is a giant puzzle with count-
less pieces ^ but the example is missing.
The sphere of activity has become more
cluttered and oppressive than ever before.
Nowhere can a human being still find a
point of reference, nowhere can he see a
principle that fundamentally shows him
the way. ‘Go your own way; after all, you
are autonomous,’ it is said. But what
should we focus on? When complicated
relationships arise in the business world,
the liberating word is: kiss ^ meaning
‘keep it simple and small’. We say: ‘look
for simplicity’. This simplicity should be
looked for in the root, in the nucleus of
things. This nucleus, hidden in the heart,
is the rose of the heart. This is where the
power of liberation lies. The rose of the
heart can lead the seeking human being
to unity and it has no part in the multipli-
city of this world. It is a part of eternity
and because it belongs to it, it possesses
the quality of simplicity, for it is linked
with God ^ who is simplicity itself. This
rose is simplicity.
A potential power rests in the spiritual
centre of your existence that can be re-
leased under certain conditions. This
power ^ we speak about the kundalini of

the heart ^ initially awakens a new in-
sight, a new faculty of seeing: the ability
to think and to observe with the heart, to
discern and to know things on the basis of
the nucleus, the centre of things. Whoever
thinks and discerns in this reverse way,
sees ‘simply’ because he sees the multipli-
city of the world and humanity, em-
bedded in the idea of the divine unity.
Then he finds himself at the very pulse of
life, where true life develops,where a new
world and human history is being writ-
ten, and that which truly is, happens.
Then he is close to God, who is within
him.

Affinity for the truth

This has nothing to do with the closeness
and reality that are sought and suggested
frantically in this world (and quite suc-
cessfully, judging by the sensational news
bulletins and live broadcasts, the so-called
reality shows). The sensory nearness of
the reality of the world is not the same as
being close to the truth. The nearness of
the truth can only be attained when the
rose of the heart is awakened. From this,
an affinity for truth arises and from this
an eye for the truth develops. The natural
sensory faculties and the brain, with its
observations, allow us to approach the
multiplicity of the visible world on its
naked surface, but at the same time they
remove us from the invisible truth, from
unity.The senses and the brain create dis-
tance. And it is precisely with these facul-
ties that we attempt to achieve closeness...

This is why overcoming the I, with its
senses and its brain and with everything
that is linked to it ^ also etherically ^ is
the decisive factor in the process of libera-
tion. We call this victory the endura, the
‘method’ of the dissolution of the I, by
which the distance to the truth is dimin-
ished and the multiplicity is understood
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in simplicity.This dissolution of the I does
not mean the discontinuation of your life.
On the contrary! The point here is the dis-
solution of a make-believe life, brought
about and maintained by the senses and
the brain. And the means to achieve this
is: light power.

What makes the Spiritual School spe-
cial is that, by decades of concentrated
work ^ ever directed at the power of the
Supernature ^ it has released so much
power that a light field has developed.

It has created a new cosmos in the
world, a protected field. This house, this
house of the light, is equipped with every-
thing necessary for the renewal of human-
ity and the world. It is ‘fully furnished’.

Why do we express it in this way? To
make it clear that the seeker for liberation
and a truly new home, the original divine
home, cannot take along anything of his
‘furniture’-as-to-this-nature, when he is
admitted as an inhabitant. When he can
leave behind everything that belongs to
the I, he will be welcome as an inhabitant,
and he will not lack anything. Everything
he needs for liberation will come to him.
No rent is required for this new abode.
The only price,which is not negotiable, is
that the I, everything egocentric, must be
relinquished. This is why it is said that a
seeker for the truth needs to be ‘naked,
poor and free of any I-possessions’. For
the new abode consists in and out of the
original power.

No words, but power

‘My kingdom is not in words, but in
power,’ we read in the Bible. The seat of
this power is your heart.This is the secret:
human beings with an active rose of the
heart have a very special ‘organ’ at their
disposal which, although it is in them,
does not belong to this world. With this
organ, they are, in principle, able to en-

dure the light of the Gnosis, the true
knowledge. And certainly also thanks to
the Spiritual School, this liberating light
is very close to us. It is born within us
with every heartbeat, countless times! It
gives itself to us. It penetrates into the
group and into each of us, right into the
heart. If we can see and accept this, when
we believe it and surrender to this light, it
can, in this way, also become strongly ac-
tive and conscious within us. It can, as we
call it, be resurrected within us.This is the
plan! This is the central idea of creation.
This is the intention of the ceaselessly
driving force in the entire Universe.
When we respond to this stimulus in the
correct way, we will truly be able to di-
minish, and ultimately end, suffering and
sorrow. Go therefore the path of the light
and fulfil the plan. Carry out that which
you believe in and realise it through love.
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The Garden of Eden

ProfessorDavid J Chalmers is a remarkable scholar because of his sharply formulated, and consistently
thought-through, ideas about the consciousness,which are sometimes shocking, but are intended to stimulate
people to reflection.The question, as we would like to understand it, is: ‘Is the human being really a human
being without his higher, new soul?’ ^ But this vision is also startling in other respects. In a lecture in Freiburg,
inNovember 2003, he used the following introduction.
‘In the Garden of Eden,we had unmediated contact with the world. We were directly acquainted with objects
in the world and with their properties. Objects were simply presented to us without causal mediation, and
properties were revealed to us in their true intrinsic glory.
When an apple in Eden looked red to us, the apple was gloriously, perfectly, and primitively red.There was no
need for a long causal chain from the microphysics of the surface through air and brain to a contingently
connected visual experience. Rather, the perfect redness of the apple was simply revealed to us.The qualitative
redness in our experience derived entirely from the presentation of perfect redness in the world. Eden was a
world of perfect colour. But then there was a Fall.
First,we ate from the Tree of Illusion. After this, objects sometimes seemed to have different colours and shapes
at different times, even though there was reason to believe the object itself had not changed. So the connection
betweenvisual experience and the world became contingent: we could no longeraccept that visual experience
always revealed the world exactly as it is.
Second,we ate from the Tree of Science. After this,we found that when we see an object, there is always a
complex causal chain involving the transmission of light from the object to the retina, and the transmission of
electrical activity from the retina to the brain.This chain was triggered by microphysical properties whose
connection to the qualities of our experience seemed entirely contingent. So there was no longer reason to
believe in acquaintance with the glorious primitive properties of Eden, and there was no reason to believe that
objects in the world had these properties at all.
We no longer live in Eden. Perhaps Eden never existed, and perhaps it could not have existed. But Eden still
plays a powerful role in our perceptual experience of the world. At some level, perception represents our world
as anEdenic world,populated by perfect colours and shapes,with objects and properties thatare revealed to us
directly. And even though we have fallen from Eden, Eden still acts as a sort of ideal that regulates the content
of our perceptual experience.’



The grief or the joy of fullness of experience

Two types of pupils in the modern Rosycross

Some time ago, a public lecture on
Hermetic philosophy was given in Bar-
celona,which was also attended by uni-
versity students. One of the speakers
called a life crisis a condition for a
mode of life of seeking the truth, and for
higher thoughts, feelings and inspira-
tion. Then a young woman asked: ‘Is it
absolutely necessary to go through an in-
ner crisis to become a seeker? Can’t we
achieve this in another way?’

In this question, a deep experience was
perceptible. It was also clearly noticeable
that she alreadyhad a seeking attitude and
a new approach to life, although she could
not say that she had ever gone through a
life crisis.

It often happens that young people
who move on to pupilship via the youth-
work of the Rosycross, do not come due
to a crisis. Is such a crisis really necessary,
and if so, why? Is it true that a human
being only begins to seek for truth out of
distress and suffering? Isn’t there a way
that leads human beings from an early
age to really experiencing the Gnosis har-
moniously and without tension?

If this is not possible, why not? Why
isn’t it given to us to develop a constant
spiritual growth and a soul growth, and
thus achieve enlightenment, and truly
wake up? These questions are important
because they point to a fundamental
problem.

Those,who have already gone through
such a decisive life crisis, and have been
stimulated to seek the truth, are sure that
it was necessary for them, in order to be
liberated from the fetters of conditioning.

A shock, a mercy

Many of us have grown up from child-
hood with a particular worldview. We re-
ceived firm opinions and prejudices with
regard to philosophy and religion. When
we were confronted with life in our
youth, we certainly had an inert soul
state. We thundered forward like locomo-
tives on the iron rails of conditioning.
Hence it was necessary for us to ‘derail’!
This was more or less shocking, because
suddenly we noticed that the world was
not as we were told. The resulting shock
was a great mercy for us.

This ‘derailment’ has a different form
for everyone, depending on their past.
Nevertheless, it is a great mercy, if some-
one has not been conditioned from his
youth. Nowadays, this can be seen in
many young people, and not only in the
youthwork of the Lectorium Rosicrucia-
num. This was also noticeable to the
young woman from the lecture. To her,
the reason for her seeking was not a crisis,
no painful experience, no dreadful disap-
pointment, but a logical consequence of a
clear consciousness developed in free-
dom, a kind of curiosity, generated from
a thirst for knowledge, for original know-
ledge. This thirst ^ and many will recog-
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nise this ^ led her to the School of the
Rosycross.

Two types of pupils in the modern

Rosycross

Everyone gets his dose of grief and pain to
assimilate. This is inevitable, because this
world is subject to constant change, as is
life. We suffer whenever we do not accept
that things pass and that we cannot hold
on to them. The physical personality is
vulnerable, subject to changes, and it

ages. We also become ill now and then.
Pain never fails to appear; this is true for
everyone. We live in a society in which
people struggle with the same problems
and weaknesses; people who also suffer,
who are also taken ill, who cannot accept
the change of things either; and we also
suffer because of it.

But it makes a big difference whether
these things can, from an early age, be
considered in a way other than according
to the patterns of the human being of the
masses. Many people do not acknowledge
this reality until they experience deep
pain in a profound life crisis.

Now we may note with great joy that
there are also karmic circumstances en-
abling young people to enter the path of
truth in a more or less harmonious way.

Hence, we may assume that there are
two types of pupils: on the one hand, the
seeker,whohas found theSpiritual School
due to disappointment and crises, and on
the other hand, the seeker who has found
the School on the basis of a sensed new,
perfect life, and a desire to be taken up
into something infinitely greater. They
are, for whatever reason, attracted by the
Gnosis, by the hope for liberation.

We meet both types in the Spiritual
School. The ‘derailed’ ones have gained
experience: firsthand knowledge con-
cerning the world and its nature. They
have recognised a number of negative as-
pects of this life field, and see through the
human nature that has developed in it.
Hence, they are wholeheartedly prepared
tomove on to the new life field! They have
developed a certain distaste for this world,
almost hostility. The other type shows a
spontaneous recognition of the mani-
festedGnosis and the need to serve it. But
they do not reject the world in the same
breath. And sometimes they cannot un-
derstand the rejection by others. They
say: ‘Well, this world is certainly not al-

We can rightfully say that true human life
commences when this preparatory and developing
life begins to ascend from the earth.This makes it
understandable why Christ was called a sun being
and why we are told that we must become as He is.
Many millions of people call themselves Christians,
which is supposed to mean that they completely
understand what Christ said, and did, and that they
would followHimwherever he is. However,we will
be able to understand him fully, and to follow him
completely, only when we possess the soul body and
are therefore structurally capable of walking this
path through the entire solar being.Then we begin to
long for the fatherland, for the Kingdom of God,
without forcing ourselves in any way!
Now,we might ask, ‘What are the characteristics of
the solar life? Does it in anyway resemble our earthly
life?’
This question must be answered emphatically: the
solar life cannot in any respect whatsoever be
compared with life on earth. All troubles, all
suffering, all tensions, all misery that we struggle
with here on earth, are completely unknown there.
Old age, the tragedy of the end, are completely
unknown there.The tensions between nations,with
all their consequences, are unknown there.The state
of life in the solar world is completely dedicated to the
great purpose of our existence, to which the living
soul ennobles us.



ways pleasant, but we already know this!
We have to live with it. We are not going to
make a drama of it.’ These people tend not
to make drastic decisions and, compared to
others, are usually not as radical.

Both types go their way with, and in,
the Spiritual School.They learn fromeach
other, enrich and complement each other.

The reverse way of the flame

The Universal Teachings say that the
human being is exceptional because his
deepest, central nucleus is a spark of di-
vine origin. This nucleus cannot be mani-
fested unless it has a body and an energy
field at its disposal ^ a heaven and earth
that belong to it. In the same way, the di-
vine flame, emerging from the earth logos
and radiating into the heart of our earth,
needs a planet with an atmosphere, in
order to be able to fulfil its task within
the solar body.

The development of the planet and its
heaven takes place from below upward;
from the mineral kingdom to the vegeta-
ble kingdom, from the vegetable kingdom
to the animal kingdom and from the ani-
mal kingdom to the human kingdom,
where self-consciousness appears.

The heaven and earth of a microcosm,
together, are sometimes called the micro-
cosmic respiration field. This respiration
field develops in approximately the same
way, from the atomic life to the etheric,
from the etheric to the astral and from
the astral to the mental life, which makes
self-consciousness possible.

But the divine flame goes the reverse
way; first, it is manifested as a thought of
God, as divine love and divine will, and
next as a subtle manifestation of it.

This subtle manifestation of the divine
flame, from abstract to concrete, pos-
sesses ^ as was previously stated ^ a mi-
crocosmic being with its heaven and

earth as an ‘instrument’. And the connect-
ing link between them is the human con-
sciousness.

The great problem always arises dur-
ing the phase in which the two of them
must unite. For the human consciousness
must possess sufficient insight to recog-
nise the subtle manifestation.Then it will
not only recognise it, but also cooperate
and merge with this manifestation into
an all-encompassing consciousness. This
is the result of such cooperation! The hea-
ven-earth consciousness is then taken up
into a much higher consciousness, into
the Spirit-Soul consciousness.

A new birth for the whole of

humanity

This alchemical merging does not mean
‘losing oneself ’, although we have to use
this word. When water turns into steam,
the steam is still water, but in another
state.

When a human being has reached this
point in his development, he has to be re-
born.This birth involves the same kind of
contractions, tensions and difficulties as
the birth of a new earthly human being.
When a child is born, it overcomes resis-
tance. It comes into a completely un-
known world and does not know what is
awaiting him.

As soon as a human being is born in
his new Spirit-Soul state, he also has to
overcome obstacles. He has to penetrate
into an unknownworld and is confronted
with different tensions. And, as is often
the case: the more powerful the physical
aspect of a personality, the stronger the
life crisis that leads to seeking can be.

The special quality of our time is that,
not only one or two people live through
this soul birth, no: we live in a time in
which the whole of humanity approaches
a common new birth. We have reached
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the end of a period, and we are standing at
the dawn of a new era. Humanity is hav-
ing labour contractions, as it were! As
humanity is severely crystallised by mate-
rialism, the new birth is full of pain ^ for
which there is no anaesthetic.

But do not get stuck in the pain, in the
contractions! As a loving mother, you are
looking forward to the child, because this
anticipation makes all trouble and pain
unimportant.

A school for the Spirit-Soul

Seen from this point of view,we live in an
exceptional time. It is a great privilege to
witness, and be involved in, the dawn of a
new spiritual day. And most importantly,
we should neither get lost in sham-aspects,
nor stop at the surface of things, but look
through them and penetrate to the true
nature. Then we can better grasp and
bear today’s turbulence, tensions and the
grief of this world. It is to the merit of the
Spiritual School that it helps us in this re-
spect. It standsby us to enable us to under-
stand the sense behind the appearances,
the plan about which we previously
spoke. In this school, we are not in-
structed about morals and manners. This
school is a Spirit-Soul school in which we
are taught how a new human being is gen-
erated in a new phase of humanity! The
Spirit-Soul human being develops as

soon as the human being of the old hea-
ven-earth has beheld and assimilated the
threefold flame of idea, love and will,
emanating from the divine fire. And
when this flame descends upon the head
of a human being, this human being sees
in the same way as John did in the Apoca-
lypse,when he says: ‘And I sawa newhea-
ven and a new earth, and the old heaven
and the old earth were no more.’ It is like
boiling water: at one moment you have
two decilitres of water, and a moment
later, the two decilitres have turned into
steam. The victory over the old situation
and the entrance into the new one is
equally simple. Usually, conservatism,
clinging to external reality and fear of the
unknown, make this transition so hard.

The more a soul has developed due to
its karmic past, the easier this transition
becomes. We think that this explains the
present seeking of somany young people,
without their necessarily having had to
experience a life crisis. What looks like a
spontaneous inclination is, in reality, the
result of former periods of existence dur-
ing which theGnosis had already been ap-
proached.

Joy, friendship and fulfilment

Imagine if someone asked you: ‘Would
you like to overcome the limitations of
time and space? Would you like to enter
into a life without restrictions? Would you
like to shed your I-centrality? Would you
like to enter into a divine life, ruled by the
law of love, in which death has been over-
come?’

Hardly anyone would answer ‘no’ to
these questions, would they? Why, then,
is so little done to live in accordance with
a ‘yes’ answer? It is because the Gnosis
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cannot enter into the consciousness, be-
cause the Light of Truth cannot enlighten
human thinking. This is why all spiri-
tually developed people say: ‘Wake up!
Stand up! Let yourself be enlightened!’
And this is the important request of the
Spiritual School of the modern Rosycross
to its pupils: ‘Examine whether what you
consider to be light in you, is the true Light
of the Gnosis, and not darkness!’

Finally, the question remains: How
can enlightenment be reached? Which
methods do the pupils use to reach their
goal?

An ancient Chinese wisdom answers
this question as follows:

Our method is the lack of methods. It is
a method without practical exercises or
techniques. Ultimately, our method does
not need any special acts.
But the point is to systematically gather
practical knowledge and gain insight into
what is happening. In this respect, it may
be called a considered way of acting, a
method. The methods that human
beings use to strengthen their ego, force
body and spirit and compel the reflecting
intellect into constant speculation. True
execution does not require any particu-
lar deed. What matters is to achieve an
attitude, a fundamental mode of life,
full of joy and radiant, which enlightens
everything around us and shows a new
dimension.

Our existence will then become a life
full of renewing experiences, full of ex-
plorations, full of touches by the light of
the Gnosis. Standing in this light, every-
thing we do and touch radiates as the
light of a new world moment. Pupilship
is absolutely not a path of pain. Pupilship
is ^ even in its most difficult moments ^ a
path of joy, friendship and fulfilment.

You now know this way, and are familiar with
the method of the rebirth of the soul. And our
proposal is that all of you,without exception, go
this Path! That you accept the consequences of this
decision, and fully support each other, interna-
tionally, in accordance with the spirit and the
practice of our work. We propose to you that you
exert yourselves to the utmost to accomplish and
bring to a good end this path of self-realisation,
within the predetermined time.The School
promises you that it can and will help you in all
aspects of this process. It is for this purpose that it
was created. And to whom should the School,
which proclaims and teaches the path of
liberation, turn, but to young people, and to all
who still feel young? Young in resilience, young in
tenacity, young in the possibilities of inner con-
struction and young in perseverance.



Vocation and magic of the arts

In the years following World War II, J
van Rijckenborgh was chief editor of
the periodical of the Spiritual School
Nieuw Religieuse Orie« ntering (New
Religious Orientation). In those years,
it became apparent, however, that a
large portion of the points of departure,
values and norms of the pre-war era

were no longer valid. Young people
stood ready for a new beginning, but a
theoretical and practical basis for their
activity was lacking, particularly in the
field of the arts. In an address, J van
Rijckenborgh dealt with the issue of
which place the arts, science and reli-
gion ought to occupy in society.
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He wrote: In the arts, we are esoteri-
cally, scientifically and religiously guided
by norms that have been forgotten in so-
ciety. The arts represent an aspect of rea-
lity, the imaginative aspect in life.The arts
do not exist for their own sake. We see the
arts as a link in a threefold chain.The arts,
science and religion are one. Science is the
idea: ideality. Religion is the power that
links itself to the idea and becomes vital-
ity. The arts, realised in life, become rea-
lity.

Every human being has a certain idea,
a certain power at his disposal. Thus,
every human being is, to a certain extent,
also an artist. His art expresses that which
lives abstractly within him as idea and
power.Through art, the abstract becomes
concrete. Due to the isolated existence of
present-day humanity, no two people
agree as to the evaluation of art. When
they do, this results from culture, dialecti-
cal or mental culture.

Cultural development: upbringing or

drilling?

In his cultural development, a human
being is brought totally into line with an
idea. The idea is passed on from father to
son, and often from generation to genera-
tion. The young person, influenced by
this idea, executes it. He sees things as he
has been brought up or ‘drilled’ to see
them. Such an idea, born of intellectual
training, controls the human thinking
and desiring. We often see how the major-
ity of people act in exactly the same way.
A human being perceives with his senses
according to the state of his blood. Up-
bringing and ancestry, too, contribute to
this. Primitive stimuli control and stir
him. His nature, his senses, his mind and
his life determine how the type of person
he is, expresses itself. Although this form
of culture may appear in various degrees
of refinement throughout the ages, ulti-

mately, however, it always remains the
same.

But in every region, culture is ex-
pressed differently. Every human being
has his hobbies. We know all of this, con-
tribute to it and hence, are also partly re-
sponsible for it. In many respects, we can-
not act differently; our blood coerces us.
We were born into this field of life and
must pay our tribute to it. But in our opi-
nion, this form of culture, along with its
art, is absolute delusion, for such art is in-
capable of making anyone happy in any
way whatsoever. However beautiful art
may be, it is never liberating. Even if we
live in our house in complete harmony
with our mental culture, at a certain
point we become aware that we are cap-
tives and we want to escape, surrounded
though we are by the most beautiful ob-
jects.

The decisive point: theory or

practice

At a given moment you sigh: ‘If only I
could get out!’ You become aware that
you are imprisoned. It is as if you are dri-
ven on by the power, the knowledge and
the art of the Kingdom of Heaven. Initi-
ally, this power is purely abstract; you do
not know it consciously. Yet, it is good to
know that, in accordance with the three-
fold division mentioned before, three rays
emanate from it: an ideal one, a vital one
and an urge towards realisation. These
three rays stimulate us to accomplish the
most sublime. Because they are initially
expressed abstractly, however, you are un-
able to respond to them. Hence, a feeling
of dissatisfactionwith what you have, and
by nature are, arises.The old things conse-
quently no longer have anything to say to
you, you detest them and you become a
revolutionary. This moment will arrive,
at least if you are a spiritual seeker. And
this shows that you have become bogged
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down. Some people know this situation
only in theory.They have yet to complete
their paths as to the culture of this field of
life. The spirit of the Kingdom of Heaven
can therefore not yet touch them. Many
people feel quite cosy in their comfortable
armchairs.To them, the word of theRosy-
cross is theory. And the Rosycross does
not address them; it cannot address
them. The Rosycross is directed solely at
people who are conscious of the memory
of something lost. And when this mem-
ory, the pre-memory, has grasped you,
then you are a stranger in this world. But
do understand this correctly: even if you
perfectly comprehend that happiness is
not to be found in this culture, this
doesn’t mean that youmust therefore com-
pletely reject it.

There truly is beauty and solace in this
culture. Fortunately, there aremany beau-
tiful things that you should abundantly
enjoy, as much as possible.Yet, you should
constantly be aware that the vocation and
magic of dialectical art is always simply to
bind you to dialectics. You can therefore
only appraise, or reject, art correctly
when the forces of the distant kingdom
touch you. Then you penetrate to the
knowledge that there is something more
beautiful, which far surpasses this dialec-
tical life.

The power of the distant kingdom

The modern Rosycross states that we can
break with dialectics when the forces of
the distant kingdom touch us and awaken
the memory of it. There are many people
who do not dare to accept the conse-
quences of this. So, courage is certainly
necessary. When a person is grasped by
pre-memory, a new ideality and vitality
touch him, and he is propelled towards a
new reality. He then wants to act differ-
ently from the masses. He gradually
learns by experience that the new reality

is not to be found in the sphere of this
world, but rather in that of the Kingdom
of Heaven.You cannot bring the new rea-
lity into this world: this is impossible.The
two realities would break and burn each
other. Think of Judas’ efforts. He is
usually portrayed as a criminal, but this
he most certainly was not. In reality,
Judas was an extraordinarily cultivated
and likeable person. He was the cleverest
one in the circle of the disciples and far
surpassed his companions by virtue of
his state of being. He perfectly under-
stood what Jesus intended. When the
other disciples doubted and wondered
what would happen, Judas had already to-
tally comprehended.

But when Jesus said, ‘My kingdom is
not of this world’, Judas planned nonethe-
less to realise the Kingdom of Heaven in
this world. When he realised that Jesus
wanted to have nothing to do with this,
he tried to divert the path, which Jesus
had to go and force the issue through a cri-
sis. He reasoned: ‘If I ensure that He, my
Lord, is taken captive; when the black ta-
lons extend towards him, he will have to
offer resistance and prepare this kingdom
of Israel.Then he simply will have to head
a revolution.’ This is why you, as young
people, should be sharply aware that,
when pre-memory calls you, you do not
imitate Judas.

Most churches intend to establish an
earthly theocracy. The true pupil under-
takes nothing in this direction. He
knows that he will share in a new field of
life, in a world in which religion, science
and the arts are one, if he works on his
heavenly body. Then it is not so, for in-
stance, that beauty becomes manifest in a
painting or that something beautiful
strikes you, and you want to retain it.
No, everything is beauty and sublimity
in the Kingdom of Heaven; everything
merges into everything else. But this is
not all.
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History tells of many people who
thought that this insight was everything.
They withdrew into monasteries and si-
milar institutions in order to live their
way into this future world. But this is not
the right way. The great process of libera-
tion and salvation is something we all
have in common. As long as even one per-
son has not yet been liberated, the King-
dom of Heaven remains unreality for us.
You must free yourself of the notion: how
can I be saved, how can I be initiated?No-
body’s I will be liberated. Development
on the Path can only occur by common
striving. Here, inWestern Europe, every-
thing is individualistically oriented. But
each microcosm belongs to a multitude.

A sphere, an earthly sphere, is a com-
plex organism. The whole field of life is a
complex organism. Try to immerse your-
self in the idea that many beings together
constitute one being. The earth, as a part
of our planetary system, is formed by
many states of life. When one of these as-
pects signs off, the whole field of life is dis-
turbed. Everything must work together
in order to give proof of unity in, and
through, multiplicity. Subordinate every-
thing to the community, allow your I to
dissolve completely in this community,
let it be totally unconscious. As long as
your I continues to get into difficulties,
things are not yet all right.

As a young person, you are an I. And
with this I-consciousness you want to
clear a path through life. At a certain mo-
ment, you must begin to work together
with other people to accomplish a great
work together.Then, first of all, your I en-
counters difficulties. However, if you suc-
ceed in considering your work as team-
work and you adjust to the common striv-
ing, you can achieve a great deal with re-
spect to the spiritual aspects of your life.

As long as there are people who have
not yet found the way to the higher life,
as long as they have not yet been brought

home, the brotherhood of the distant
kingdomwill lend you support.

From the first day of our manifesta-
tion, the human life wave has consisted
of a fixed number of microcosms. A part
of themcanbe found here, another part in
the realm on yonder side, a third part in
what the Bible calls the ‘outer darkness’,
and a fourth part lives in the Kingdom of
Heaven. However, the whole is a fixed
number in which not the smallest cog
should be missing. The brotherhood of
life will always cooperate with all who
have been ennobled to it, to bring every-
body back. For this reason, eternity
works in the world of time with three
rays: science, religion and the arts.
Science, the idea, is continuously radiated
to humanity; religion, vitality, is also
linked to the masses, and reality must
take shape in whatever way it can. The
universal teachings, the universal power
and the universal freemasonry work in a
liberating way and attempt to show
humanity a part of the great light.

The brotherhood of life

Some people are stirred by the distant
kingdom from birth, in their youth or
whenever, and have stood on the path of
self-sacrifice ever since. Such people
react, each in his own way, to these three
rays. These three rays can also be called:
kingship, priesthood and the royal art of
construction.

Every pupil of the Spiritual School has
something of these three rays within him,
each slightly different, completely in ac-
cordance with the nature of the person
concerned. But common to all is the wish
to do something for their fellow human
beings! One person is philosophical, an-
other priestly, and another artistic. Let us
now consider a person whose artistic ta-
lent stands foremost, but who also wants
to help his fellow human being.
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Then his art no longer stems from dia-
lectics, although he uses its means, be-
cause otherwise people would not under-
stand him at all. The worker who demon-
strates something of the kingdom of the
light in this way, be it in form, colour or
sound, thus attempts to reach the people
he wants to help. He brings something of
the divine order into the world,whether it
be as a judgment or as a flash of beauty, of
consolation or of salvation. Sometimes all
four aspects are united in a work of art.
Whoever feels the urge to manifest some-
thing of the distant kingdom, does not
work for the sake of beauty, for such a per-
son always feels inadequate as a human
being of this nature. To a certain extent,
he is always standing between art and
message, so that his work is always half.
Thus, all four aspects may be present si-
multaneously in literature... Stirred by
the inner urge of the kingdom of the
light, someone writes a book and
thereby passes judgment. He af-
fects humanity.This may be as a
flash of beauty, as consolation
or as a stimulus to salvation.
In such literature, you
will always discover a
fourth aspect, the as-
pect of salvation.

Bridging art ^ or: do not lie

Everything, really everything, is still to
be done here. Painters or sculptors can be
extremely accomplished in each of these
four aspects. Musicians, too, referring to
composers, can achieve much in all four
aspects. There is an enormous amount of
work to be done. It should be bridging art.
As soon as the radiation of the kingdomof
the light shines into your life, you must
react. And if you feel the inner urge to rea-
lisation, you will instantaneously recog-

nise and fulfil your task. You simply can-
not dismiss it. You have to do as your
inner voice says. In this respect, you will
exhibit the greatest courage and then you
will be successful.

You can begin with the simplest of
means. The things that have moved the
world, always began very simply.You will
not get the chance you now have a second
time in life. Seize the opportunity; you
have all the possibilities. You will also be
able to pursue your development in so-
ciety if you just go the path that your
inner voice reveals!

If you want to pass on something to
humanity, you must cooperate with
others. In the future, any formation will
be possible only in group unity. Together,
you canbuild a bridgebetween the human
being of the masses and the kingdom of
the light. When you act as abridgebetween
the two spheres of life, between dialectics
and the Immovable Kingdom, this may

provoke much resistance.
Free yourself of any
authority. Experience
art just as it speaks
to you personally.

Imagine that you are
standing before Rem-

brandt’s Night Watch, and
the prevailing opinion is that

you should consider the painting
beautiful. If you don’t think it is

that beautiful, don’t allow yourself
to be lured into lying and don’t bow to
authority. Avoid an answer if you would
otherwise have to lie, or state your opi-
nion honestly. Above all, be honest with
yourself. Do not lie that a thing is beauti-
ful when you do not regard it as beautiful.
Judge freely and free yourself of authority.
If you have not been ennobled to recog-
nise this bridging art from within, no
authority can be of any help to you.
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The magic of the new art

But it is precisely this brid-
ging art that we recognise at a
certain moment.

Then, ultimately, the magic
of the arts will unfold. In my
opinion, this magic can only be
manifested, when it forms the
apex of a triangle on the basis
of ideality and vitality, universal
knowledge and universal
power. When this relationship,
on the basis of the pre-memory,
is present, then magic can man-
ifest itself at the apex of the tri-
angle. Then inner knowledge
and stirring arise, which radiate
outwardly in all possible ways.

Magic in a liberating sense
cannot be learned. As soon as
you try to do this, it has already
become black magic. Magical expressions
cannot be learned; they must be born in
us,we must be ennobled to it.

If an artist does not possess the vertices
of this triangle, he is unable to produce
bridging art.Therefore,whoever is called,
is simultaneously also a magician. A great
power radiates from his work.

There are works ofart of whichwe say:
How simple this is, and yet, what a great
power radiates from it. The artist was a
magician.

As soon as a truemusician sits down at
the piano; as soon as a true author begins
to write, this magical power is demon-
strated. Often we cannot say how it
comes about, but the whole work radiates
this power. This magical power some-
times moves a human being more than
its form, sound or colour. And all who un-
derstand the work of art are of the same
opinion. They recognize bridging art as
spiritual culture. They will say to one an-

other: Do you see this? Did you hear that?
Did you notice this and that, do you see
the flashes of light everywhere? These are
the possibilities contained in the bridging
art of the future. Begin this work; the
world is waiting for your resolve and
your action in this respect. Then great
things will transpire in the future.
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Are we free?

Every human being is dependent on the
radiations and electromagnetic forces,
which constitute our personality, our so-
ciety, our world and even the whole cos-
mos. We may say that we are free, we
may share ideas about freedom with
each other, but in reality we are not
free ^ and this is a scientific fact.

Weare living, not only as personalities,
but also as microcosms, in an enormous
prison. Many adorn this prison with cul-
ture, idealistic perspectives of the future,
humanism, religion and all kinds of
magic. The forces of this world control us
and bind us to this existence by means of
the radiations of the planets, and by the
power and influence of the auric being,
sometimes called the higher self. Yet,
there is also a striving, a deep longing
that characterises almost all members of
the group of young pupils, and this is
why they assemble, like now in the Cath-
arose de Petri Temple.

Our Grandmasters, two workers and
servants of the brotherhood of the light,
testified of this light, and, together with a
large group of pioneers, created a living
body. This can be compared with a
refuge, a vacuum of light, on the basis of
which every microcosm, manifested
through us as personalities, can walk a
path of liberation. This path of soul
rebirth is possible, and each of us indivi-
dually, and as a group of pupils, has an
opportunity to make progress and

respond to the call of eter-
nity.

What about eternity?

Eternity is not to be found
outside ourselves, but
within us. Everything about
which we have spoken is not
related to a specific philoso-
phy or to a specific dogmatic
approach to the world. Yet,
caught inwords, these truths
are like strands and streams
of golden light that pene-
trate into the darkness of
this world.These light forces
enable us, as a group, to
share our most profound
longing. They offer a reality.
We call this reality the living
soul, the living body, the as-
tral field of the resurrection.

It is the essence which lies in our
hearts, with its central point, the spirit-
spark atom. This spirit-spark atom is
linked with the living body. It is linked
with the field of the resurrection. The im-
pulses of the energy field try to open us to
this reality in a totally new way. Each of
us is found on the path of the Rosycross.
We have become pupils of the Spiritual
School, just recently or several years ago.
This afternoon and tomorrow we shall no
longer be together in a conference.Then it
matters what we do with our lives. We
must say that this depends entirely on
ourselves, because the future is in our
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own hands. As we have discussed, each of
us carries the future fate of themicrocosm
within him, and thus we are linked with
the macrocosm. We always carry this
knowledge, this pre-remembrance and
this joy, which we can experience at this
moment, with us. We carry it with us in
our daily lives, and when we meet our fel-
low students and colleagues at work, our
family and friends. On the one hand, we
are personalities, but on the other hand,
we are people who carry the eternity
within them and who are beginning to
discover this eternity.

Let us make some comparisons. If we
like a piece of music, or we have a book
that is precious to us, we will look after it
and keep it in a safe place. If we have a
plant in our house or in the garden, we
will make sure that it is watered regularly.
We have a friend; we will do anything to
maintain this friendship. What about eter-
nity? We carry this eternity in our hearts.
It is like a seed that can germinate and
grow into the tree of life. It is the best and
most precious friendwehave. It is not our-
selves, but the other one in us. This other
one must be protected, nourished, re-
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spected. It must be supported in this
world, in a world of suffering, of the I, of
the permanent conflict between one I and
another. When we reach for our favourite
book, when we want to hear this melody
again, when we look at the plant that
grows and develops, we pay attention to
it and look after it. We give the plant the
water it needs for living and growing. It is
the same with regard to the eternity we
carry in our inner being, in our heart. It
needs nourishment, food and water. It

needs the living water, the pure ethers, so
that the new soul can be born one day.
Where can they be found?

Building the inner temple

The Catharose de Petri Temple is one
of the seven main temples of the modern
Rosycross. We who are gathered here,
know that we have the task to build an-
other temple, not built with bricks and
mortar, but an inner temple, which must
be erected in our own being. This struc-
ture, this new temple is notmeant for our-
selves. It is a temple for the light, so that it
can find a worthy, prepared focal point in
which to radiate. We have spoken of pre-
remembrance, the homesickness for eter-
nity that drives us to the Rosycross. Eter-
nity cannot be found outside ourselves.
There is noEldorado to which we can tra-
vel to spend the rest of our lives, basking
on the beach and enjoying the waves, say-
ing: ‘Here we are in paradise.’ We will
never find this outside ourselves. Yet,
paradise exists. The path leading to it
runs through our hearts. Our heads can
understand and accept this.Hence, it is re-
latively simple to guide this budding new
being to the light, to the source of nourish-
ment it requires ^ to the temple.

Until now, we have spoken about our-
selves as individual seekers, as persons
who are in contact with the Spiritual
School of the Golden Rosycross. But
nowadays, there are really hundreds, yes,
thousands of people, who are striving
after the same aim. The Spiritual School
creates the conditions for silence, peace
and quiet. During a weekend, we leave
our daily worries for what they are, and
concentrate on the essence: the eternity
within ourselves. Thus we make room for
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Just imagine: a thousand young
people decide to adopt this new
awareness of norms, the awareness
of the norms of the most important
thing in life! They decide to stand in
it with their entire being. But, in
addition, they completely accept
their place in society, their social
role.They have a deep compassion
for allwho have forgotten their true
nature and destination [...]
By their presence, they support the
work of the Spiritual School, so that
seeking human beings see and
experiencehowalive, sparklingand
vital our groups of young people
are.This discovery is always
inspiring, and, especially in our
time, gives food for thought. [...] To
them,what counts is: everything in
the world and in life comes second:
after the building of the soul! [...]
If you act accordingly, if you
conform to this, all with whom you
deal in life will derive the greatest
benefit from it. We are standing in
the middle of the turmoil of the
times, prepared to serve, living in,
and out of, the new awareness of
norms.
We will demonstrate the one
solution by our state of life and our
deed of life.



the inner, other one ^ the true friend for
life. We do this in a group that is united as
to its task and goal. Many have preceded
us on this path. There are hundreds of
brothers and sisters, who, as new souls,
have left this world of time and space be-
hind. This soul community, liberated
from matter, forms a channel through
which the living water can flow into the
living body of the young Gnosis. The liv-
ing water is available to all people in this
temple during the services and confer-
ences in the countries and towns where
they live.

We know why we have assembled
here: we are part of a group of striving pu-
pils of the School of the Golden Rosy-
cross.There are no authorities, nomasters
to look up to or toworship.There is only a
group,which is taken up into a process of
spiritual transmutation, and which re-
ceives the living water and allows it to
nourish the eternity within us. We are pri-
vileged that we may share this develop-
ment with each other. Imagine a spiral,
which is moving upwards, and which con-
sists ofmillions of beings who are striving
toward the light. To the extent that this
spiral moves upward, these beings receive
the light rays evermore abundantly. All of
us live, breathe and can be found some-
where on this huge spiral. We are linked
with a centre, with a group, with friends,
with brothers and sisters. This gives great
joy, and this inner joy can be poured out
into our daily lives, even if we are sad. A
good friend has left us, we experience
stress in our work, deadlines have to be
met in our studies, many books and syl-
labi have to be read and exercises have to
be done. Yet, we are linked with this pro-
cess, which consists of our reaction to the
call for the rebirth of the soul.

Transfiguration. We have heard about
it. We are standing right in it. We will
learn more about it as we walk the path
in the School. We have been touched by
the first ray of the Gnosis, a ray that calls
us all, and pulls us up. This development
requires sincerity and attention. This is
why we do not walk this path with bent
heads, overcome by grief, self-pity and
misplaced feelings of guilt. The School
provides all the necessary indications
about how we should work and can
make progress. The progress in you and
me, in the group does not mean that we
are looking for outward freedom. There
is an inner freedom, which lies in the
heart. One day, the heart will give birth
to a living soul. We are a natural soul by
virtue of our I-consciousness. We are
what we are. We have this duality in us,
this dual being: on the one hand the self
and the personality, but on the other
hand the bearer of life. If we proceed to-
gether, we become increasingly aware of
it and we feel its stimulus and warmth.
The budding new soul is also going to
make its demands. The universal wisdom
has always stressed: ‘Seek the Kingdom of
God.’ ‘Knock, and the door of eternity will
be opened to you.’ ‘The Kingdom of God is
closer than hands and feet ^ it is within
you!’

The task of the group

In the centre of our being, in the centre
of the microcosm surrounding us, the di-
vine spark can be rekindled and linked
with eternity. We are bearers of the origi-
nal kingdom. The more we can give this
insight a place in our hearts, the more we
shall understand what we have to do in
our lives, what the task of each of us is,
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and more importantly, what the task of
the group is. Then we proceed with a
clear vision, in absolute unity and frater-
nity.The motto for the future work of the
School can be summarised in this one
word: fraternity. It is our task to form a
group of men and women, who are free
from all limitations and restrictions re-
sulting from our blood state, national bor-
ders, language barriers and limited in-

sights. Then we will be able to speak the
language of eternity, the language of the
soul.

In this year 2004, we celebrate the
80 th anniversary of the foundation of the
Spiritual School. We are entering a new
development. We will pass through the
gates of Saturn. The School explains that
themystery planets have an increasing in-
fluence on all of us. We possess an inner



treasure. We know that we participate in
a tremendous development. Let us have
an open mind towards each other, and
listen to each other. We are living in a
magnetic field of a special nature, so
that we are linked with a stream of
Light, with a stream of Love. Love is a
power that stems from the sixth cosmic
plane. It penetrates the School and en-
counters the stream of striving, the striv-

ing for a new unity in the soul. Love is a
radiation.

Love unifies and it creates a harvest of
new souls. The universal brotherhood of
human beings works now, and will con-
tinue to work until the last soul has been
liberated. ‘Seek and you will find; knock
and it will be opened to you. For the King-
dom of God is closer than hands and feet.’
TheKingdom of God is within all of us.
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1 The light-vesture of the New Man
Everyone has a light-vesture which, currently, is under the influence of the spheres of the mate-
rial world. The purification and liberation of the ‘golden wedding garment’ as the beginning of 
the ‘transfiguristic path of return’, are clearly explained. Pb., 77 p., ISBN 90 6732 035 8, € 10,50.

2 The World Brotherhood of the Rosycross
It is a task for all who are able to recognise the immense possibilities of the beginning Age of
Aquarius to act as harvesters in the world field in the living present, to co-operate with 
hearts, heads and heads in ‘the multitude wich no man could number’. 
Pb., 47 p., ISBN 90 6732 236 9, € 8,50.

3 The mighty signs of God’s Counsel
The authors point the way to bring the Age of Aquarius to a good end by the right choice,   
mode of life and action, both in the reader himself and in the service of whole of humanity.
Pb., 44 p., ISBN 90 6732 240 7, € 8,50.

4 The liberating Path 
Throughout the ages, human beings have been equipped with all the faculties needed to enable   
their microcosms to return to the original divine state of life. By applying Gnostic magic they 
will be able to resurrect the ‘Other One that must increase”, the Man of the beginning, in their 
own microcosmic system. Pb., 102 p., ISBN 90 6732 237 7, € 10,50.

5 The New Caduceus 
The new Mercury is the new man symbolised by the caduceus, along which two serpents 
piral upwards. It is the person in whom the new thinking prevails. It is the man who has left 
behind, by recreation, his old state of life. Pb., 55 p., ISBN 90 6732 235 0, € 10,50.
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